
the people in need. The 

soup kitchen is solely 

funded by donations from 

the community and 

volunteers, they do not 

receive any funding from 

the government. 

This amazing kitchen 

provides for a variety of 

p e o p l e  e a c h  w e e k 

i n c l u d i n g  t h e 

homeless, lonely, the 

e l d e r l y ,  f i n a n c i a l l y 

struggling, people battling 

addictions and domestic 

(Continued on page 6) 

Former photographer Lisa 

Burston is spending the 

year uncovering kindness 

i n  G l a d s t o n e , 

d o c u m e n t i n g  o n e 

community “angel” per 

week for all of 2018 on 

Facebook, Instagram and 

on her blog:  Burst of Life 

with Lisa 

The following extract is 

from her blog posted on 

February 3: 

Welcome to week 5! I am 

sure you won’t be 

disappointed! These 

‘Angels’ are nothing short 

of amazing. 

This week I met with 

Father Daniel of the 

Anglican Parish in 

Gladstone and we chatted 

about a lots of things but 

‘religion’ wasn’t one of 

them. If I had asked, I am 

sure he would have told 

me but I didn’t so we 

talked about the ‘visions’ 

he had for the people in 

the community o f 

Gladstone who are 

struggling and what his 

parish and volunteers 

have achieved so far. 

Father Daniel has been 

here at the Anglican 

Parish in Gladstone for 8 

years. He is passionate 

about the things the 

parish and volunteers 

organise weekly to help 

c h i l d r e n ,  f a m i l i e s , 

homeless and people in 

need that are struggling 

each and everyday. 

Father Daniel has 

support from the rector’s 

warden, Kerry. Kerry’s 

role is to be the priest’s 

‘sounding board’. Kerry 

has been volunteering for 

a very long time. There is 

also a people’s warden, 

Alan, who looks after and 

supports the ‘people’ of 

the parish. These people 

do so much for the less 

fortunate in our town and 

I’m about to tell you all 

about it. 

Ray’s Soup Kitchen is run 

from the St Saviour’s Hall 

every Monday and 

Wednesday night from 

6pm and is open to 

anyone in need. Father 

Daniel said that the 

numbers vary each week 

but the volunteers and 

himself cooked for 90+ 

people at one time. Who 

would have thought that 

we have that many 

ho me l e ss / s t ru gg l i ng 

people and families in our 

town. Father Daniel said 

that he is so very blessed 

to have many volunteers 

along side of him. Some 

of the volunteers come to 

cook, some to clean up 

the dishes and some just 

like to come and talk to 

Uncovering Kindness 
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The Gazette 
Stop Press 

After more than a century 

of publishing and printing 
of the Gazette, the Diocese 

has decided it is time to 
discontinue printing and 

posting the newsletter, and 
better utilise the 

technology available to us. 
The rising costs of printing 

and postage, as well as 
administrative costs have 

caused the Diocese to 
consider where savings 

could be made. 
Consequently, this will be 

the  last edition to be 
printed by the Diocesan 

office. 

The Gazette will be 

emailed to all Parishes and 
will continue to be 

available on the Diocesan 
website. If you would like 

to receive the newsletter 
straight to your inbox 

please register your email 

address on the website.  

If you do not have access 
to the internet or email 

please contact your Parish 
office for a hardcopy of the 

Gazette. 

The publication’s dates will 

remain the same, i.e. 
quarterly, and it will 

feature all the same 
content so please keep the 

stories coming, 
showcasing all of the 

wonderful things 
happening in your 

parishes.  

The Gazette is available at 

http://

anglicanchurchcq.org.au/

gazette.html  
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Dear Friends, 

By now you will have all 

heard the news about St 

Paul’s Cathedral and the 

extensive renovations 

needed before it can be 

reopened for public 

worship. 

Indeed, it would seem 

that this is just the latest 

in a string of bad news - 

of churches struggling to 

remain open, of claims 

being made of historic 

abuse and of the decline 

in standing of the 

Christian Church in the 

community. 

It is a difficult time for 

the wider community too. 

The drought lingers on 

b r i ng in g  i t s  o wn 

devastations to families 

and communities; floods 

and damaging weather; 

unemployment - this list 

could go on and it is easy 

to give in to despair. 

Yet, it is precisely for 

times like this that the 

Easter story is relevant. 

Imagine the depths of 

despair among the 

followers of Jesus as he 

was arrested, tortured 

and killed. The grief and 

mourning; wondering 

how will they ever go on, 

as he lay in the grave. 

Then the joy, the hope 

that bursts forth, the 

light that shines in the 

darkness, the light that 

no darkness can contain, 

as Jesus rose from the 

dead and revealed 

himself to those who were 

witnesses, for us, of the 

good news. 

Yes, there are many 

challenges, but when I 

hear the stories of what is 

happening around the 

Diocese - the 30 people in 

one Parish involved in 

Bible Studies, the 20 

people doing Alpha in 

another parish, the ‘Messy 

Churches’ and ‘Mainly 

Music’ groups, the people 

studying for the Ridley 

Certificate in Theology, and 

Jesus, the Game Changer 

studies - I am filled with 

hope and confident that 

God is in control. 

There are signs of new life 

all over the diocese. God’s 

will is being done and 

God’s kingdom continues 

to grow. 

As we journey towards the 

cross, let us hold fast to 

the hope we have in Jesus 

– death and decay are not 

the end – new life in Jesus 

is! 

With my love and prayers 

for a happy and holy 

Eas te r ,  f i l l ed  w i th 

resurrection joy and hope. 

Term 3 – Nahum, 

H a b a k k u k  a n d 

Zephaniah 

Term 4 – Galatians. 

There are 33 groups in 

our diocese and if you 

would like to check one 

out, join for just one or 

all studies or start one for 

your area contact Sue 

Witten. 

Other dates for diaries 

are Christian Women 

C o m m u n i c a t i n g 

International Safaris; 

1 9 - 2 8  J u l y 

Rockhampton, Yeppoon, 

Woorabinda, Baralaba, 

Blackwater, Emerald, 

S p r i n g s u r e  a n d 

Dates, diaries and 

forward planning seems 

to be the go for February/

March. 

Most KYB groups in the 

Diocese have started. 

Genesis 1-11 is the 

current study – yes back 

to the beginning and 

again very fitting for 

lent. The group I 

attend are saddened by 

sin separating, spoiling 

and spreading but just, 

if not more so, 

heartened by God’s 

rescue plan. 

The studies for the rest 

of the year are; Term 2 

- 2 Corinthians. 

Gladstone. 

8-17 August Theodore, 

Moura, Biloela. 

Look out for which day the 

Safari team is in your 

area. 

Biloela Women’s retreat for 

2018 are spreading their 

wings to include the 

parishes in their hub as                                                                                                 

well as the KYB groups in 

the Callide and Dawson 

Valleys. 

Mark your diaries –  

Saturday September 15 

2018  

9.30 to 3.00 Speaker Chris 

Keith. Theme “I am”. 

Sue Witten 

The Bishop’s Musings 

KYB - Know Your Bible 
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“… it is precisely for 

times like this that 

the Easter story is 

relevant.” 

Chris and Terry Keith  



After thirty-five years in 

ordained ministry the 

Dean of Rockhampton’s St 

Paul’s Cathedral, The Very 

Reverend Lindsay Howie, 

is retiring from full-time 

ministry. 

Dean Lindsay Howie will 

ce lebrate  h is  f ina l 

Eucharist on Easter Day 

at St Paul’s. He will then 

avail of annual leave and 

long service leave before 

officially retiring on 9 July 

2018. 

Dean Lindsay was received 

into the Anglican Church 

in 1991 from the Uniting 

Church, by Bishop George 

Hearn, the Bishop of 

Rockhampton at that time. 

Fr Lindsay (as he is 

affectionately known) 

served the church as 

curate at the Cathedral 

followed by ministry at 

Moura and Keppel 

Parishes. He then moved 

to the Diocese of North 

Queensland, where he 

served the church at 

Mackay and at Townsville 

as Police Chaplain. 

Fr Lindsay is well known 

for his warmth, humour, 

kindness and that he is a 

‘multi-skilled handyman’. 

Will the Cathedral Parish 

ever find another Dean to 

dig holes for water pipes, 

lop trees, carpentry…? 

He will be missed outside 

the Anglican community 

as he has enjoyed good 

relationships with the 

ecumenical clergy and, in 

particular, with his 

counterparts at St 

Joseph’s Cathedral. 

Fr Lindsay and his wife, 

Jenny, will be socially 

farewelled by the Parish 

family with a brunch 

Farewell Dean Lindsay Howie 

Fun, food and fellowship 

involvement and help 

offered by parishioners, 

in particular, the senior 

members. Everyone was 

able to draw on the 

excitement and fun of the 

d a y  a n d  b e 

enthusiastically involved.    

The Australia Day theme 

carried into Sunday 

worship with a display of 

memorabilia and Aussie 

plants. The liturgy 

included songs and 

prayers for our great 

land.  

Messy Church has 

recommenced for 2018. 

In preparation for Easter, 

the theme for our first 

day was “temptation”. We 

identified the many ways 

we are tempted and with 

a “tug-o-war” between the 

C h r i s t i a n s  a n d 

temptations.  

The Christians were able 

to win the war, when the 

super hero, “Word of 

God”, came to the rescue. 

A small booklet was made 

by each person, so they 

would have a take home 

resource with Words from 

God. After singing, “Fear 

not for I am with you”, we 

enjoyed a delicious meal 

St Mark’s celebrated 

Australia Day with a BBQ 

for parishioners and the 

wider community. Sack 

bag races, three legged 

races and bocce were 

enjoyed by participants of 

all ages and added to the 

fun of the day. Sausages, 

damper and ice cream 

cones helped to satisfy the 

appetites of nearly 40 

people.   

Adding to the success of 

the day, has been the 
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on the veranda. Messy 

Church will be held 

again next month on       

11 March from 4 till 

6pm. 

These occasions have 

enabled our Parish to 

engage with the wider 

community through 

sharing food, times of 

fellowship and having 

fun together. 

Revd Beryl Andersen  

following the Easter Day 

celebrations. 

Graham Millar,  

Bev Russel, Lewis Dunne 



The Primate of the 

Anglican Church of 

Australia, Archbishop 

Phi l ip Freier,  has 

thanked members of the 

c o u n t r y ’ s  R o y a l 

C o m m i s s i o n  i n t o 

Institutional Responses 

to Child Sexual Abuse, 

for helping the Church to 

“confront its failings” 

when it comes to 

protecting children and 

responding appropriately 

to reports of abuse. He 

s a i d  t h a t  t h e 

Commiss ion ’s  case 

s t u d i e s  i n v o l v i n g 

branches of the Anglican 

Church – which included 

the Diocese of Newcastle 

– “have been shocking 

and distressing.” He said 

that the diligent work of 

the commissioners and 

their staff “must have 

been distressing” for 

them and for survivors. 

“Once again, I apologise 

on behalf of the Church 

to survivors, their 

families, and others 

harmed by our failures 

and by the shameful way 

we sometimes actively 

worked against and 

discouraged those who 

came to us and reported 

abuse,” he said in a 

statement issued as the 

final report of the 

C o m m i s s i o n  w a s 

presented to the Federal 

Parliament. 

The final report sets out 

1 8 9  i n d i v i d u a l 

recommendations in a 

range of areas, in 

addi t ion to  o ther 

recommendations on 

issues including checks 

on those working with 

children, redress and civil 

litigation and criminal 

justice; bringing the total 

number to 409. Some 58 

o f  t h o s e 

recommendations are 

t a r g e t i n g  t o w a r d s 

religious institutions; 

with five of them directed 

specifically at the 

Anglican Church. 

It calls for the adoption of 

“a uniform episcopal 

standards framework 

that ensures that bishops 

and former bishops are 

accountable to an 

appropriate authority or 

body in relation to their 

response to complaints of 

child sexual abuse.” 

And it says that the 

Anglican Church of 

Australia “should adopt a 

policy relating to the 

management of actual or 

perceived conflicts of 

interest that may arise in 

relation to allegations of 

child sexual abuse, which 

e x p r e s s l y  c o v e r s : 

members of professional 

s t a n d a r d s  b o d i e s , 

members of diocesan 

counci ls  (otherwise 

known as bishop-in-

council or standing 

committee of synod), 

members of the Standing 

Committee of the General 

Synod, and chancellors 

and legal advisers for 

dioceses.” 

It says that the province’s 

“Being Together” policy, 

w h i c h  s e t s  o u t 

“expectations of behaviour 

i n  o u r  c h u r c h 

community”, should be 

amended “to expressly 

refer to the importance of 

child safety.” 

There should be “a 

national approach to the 

selection, screening and 

training of candidates for 

ordination in the Anglican 

Church”; and “each 

diocese should implement 

mandato ry  na t i ona l 

standards to ensure that 

all people in religious or 

pastoral ministry (bishops, 

clergy, religious and lay 

personnel): undertake 

manda t o ry ,  r e gu l a r 

professional development” 

w i t h  “ c o m p u l s o r y 

components” covering 

“professional responsibility 

and boundaries, ethics in 

ministry and child safety.” 

Such people should also 

“undertake mandatory 

professional / pastoral 

supervision” and “undergo 

regular performance 

appraisals.” 

The report makes 26 

recommendations to the 

Roman Catholic Church, 

i n c l u d i n g  t h a t 

representations be made 

to the Holy See for 

changes to Canon Law to 

introduce a range of new 

offences and changes to 

the procedures adopted in 

pursuing offences under 

ecclesiastical law. 

On the seal of the 

(Continued on page 9) 

Final report of Royal Commission into response to child 

sexual abuse makes recommendations 
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“ ….. each diocese 

should implement 

mandatory national 

standards …..” 



Well hello and greetings for 

the year. 

What’s happened? Not 

much 

What’s happening? A.G.M 

Sunday 18th Feb 

Hosting World Day of 

Prayer. 

Arranging Easter services. 

Synod dates in diary 

Fund raising will have to 

factor in somewhere to 

gain some $$$$  

Phew, that’s all for this 

time and ain’t done 

nothing yet! 

We show God’s love when 

we are willing to help 

others, we show His 

strength when we take on 

the task He gives us to 

do.  

All Saint’s Clermont 

 

The study has been 

written by Dr Julianne 

Stewart. Julianne has 

worked for over nine 

y e a r s  a s  A B M ’ s 

International Programs 

Director. She has heard, 

and carries within her, 

hundreds of stories of 

people she has lived 

alongside, and people 

who have taught her 

about the reign of God. 

Julianne shares some of 

these stories with the 

church, bringing her 

e x p e r i e n c e s  i n t o 

conversation with the 

scriptures and the 

Sustainable Development 

Goals. 

“As the Diocesan ABM 

Reps we forward this for 

your  cons ide ra t i on 

realising that it is likely 

just one of many that you 

may have in mind. This 

study is modelled on the 

lectionary, is free, and 

utilises the sharing of 

stories to theologically 

reflect throughout Lent. 

The study consists of 7 

i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d i e s 

When the General Synod 

of the Anglican Church of 

A u s t r a l i a  m e t  i n 

September 2017, it 

affirmed the importance of 

t h e  G l o b a l  G o a l s 

Sustainable Development 

Goals (SDGs), encouraged 

theological engagement 

with the goals, and called 

the church to action on 

the SDGs. 

This Lent, ABM brings you 

a Lent study that will help 

y o u  t o  e x p l o r e , 

theologically reflect, and 

act upon the Sustainable 

Development Goals. You 

will hear transformative 

stories from around the 

wo r l d  o f  A ng l i c a n 

communities grappling 

with global challenges. 

Page 5 

Volume 128 No 1 

Want to advertise with us? 
Advertising space is available for you to 
tell our readers about your business, 

with reasonable rates & payment terms. 
Black & White or Colour. 

Text Only or With Image. 
For more details contact The Editor 
gazette@anglicanchurchcq.org.au 

 

Gazette Deadlines 

Please send you articles and photos  

for inclusion in the Gazette to  

 

gazette@anglicanchurchcq.org.au  
 

The deadlines for these items for the 2018 issues are: 

     May 14th; August 14th;  November 14th;  

then February 14th 2019 

designed for group 

discussion, but may also 

be used for individual 

reflection. For more 

in fo rmat i o n  o r  t o 

download the resource go 

to  www.abmission.org/

lent” 

In grace and peace, 

Delfina and Val 

All Saint’s Clermont 



when they will get 

another) was priceless. 

The gratitude was unreal. 

I watched Father Daniel 

talk to the visitors 

making sure they felt 

comfortable and have had 

enough to eat. Once the 

people have finished their 

meals and the kitchen 

has closed, left overs are 

not wasted, they are given 

to the local farmers for 

their animals (generally 

pigs). 

The soup kitchen doesn’t 

just stop ‘here’, Father 

D a n i e l  o f f e r s  a 

community care service to 

the elderly in our town. A 

volunteer will deliver a 

cooked meal to their 

house if they are 

struggling, not able to 

drive, are sick, or aren’t 

able  to  cook for 

themselves. This service 

is available twice a week. 

If you know of any elderly 

in the community that 

could do with a little bit 

of help, please contact the 

Parish. 

If attending the soup 

kitchen isn’t possible, 

food and hygiene packs 

are available for any one 

in need. “No questions 

asked.” These packs are 

available from the St 

Sav iour ’ s  Hal l  on 

Auckland street. These 

packs are put together at 

the hall and are made 

possible, once again, from 

donations received from 

our community. 

  Father Daniel also 

organises volunteers each 

week to visit schools and 

supply breakfast for the 

kids that miss out at 

home. The volunteers 

cook up a sausage and 

bread for these little 

children. The schools 

that are involved are 

Clinton, Central, Calliope 

and Mt Larcom. Just 

recently, one of the 

schools have noticed that 

some children are coming 

without a packed lunch. 

Yesterday, Father Daniel 

told me that he will be 

organising 20 lunch 

packs per week to be 

donated to the children 

who are missing out. 

It may be small and 

always ‘busy’ but Father 

Daniel has also started a 

men’s shelter for the men 

in the community that 

are struggling. Volunteer 

Sau is the live in resident 

and helps Father Daniel 

out with this amazing 

service. 

I also met a lady named 

L e a n n e  ( a n o t h e r 

volunteer) who came to 

the church after loosing 

everything and enduring 

a brain aneurysm, almost 

loosing her life. Leanne not 

only helps with soup 

k i tchen and o f f i ce 

paperwork, she runs the 

playgroup at the St 

Saviour’s hall. For all the 

‘Mummy's’ out there that 

need some time out, adult 

conversation and support 

without any judgement, 

Leanne would love to meet 

you. Playgroup is on a 

Wednesday morning from 

9.30am for a gold coin 

donation. Leanne said 

“Sometimes we have so 

much fun we stay all 

day.”  

I’m sure you will agree that  

Father Daniel and his 

amazing volunteers are 

nothing short of amazing.  

If you would like to know 

how to help lighten the 

load of all these great 

services they offer to our 

community you can 

contact the parish on  

4972 4754. 

Lisa Burston  

Uncovering Kindness (continued) 
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violence victims and 

children. Father Daniel 

doesn’t want the kitchen to 

be ‘shut down’ as he has 

worked so hard for it to be 

available to the less 

f o r t u n a t e  i n  o u r 

community. Two local bike 

clubs, MACE and the 

L O N E R S 

volunteer  security for 

the soup kitchen on 

a l t e r n a t e  n i g h t s , 

making sure that all the 

visitors are considerate of 

each other every week and 

everyone stays safe, happy 

and has a full belly. 

On Wednesday night, I 

visited the soup kitchen 

with my daughter, Lilli. We 

sat, ate and chatted to the 

people. The meals that are 

cooked are nothing ‘fancy’, 

but the volunteers said 

that they make the most 

out of what they have 

available. While we were 

there, the volunteers 

cooked up a sausage and 

mushroom casserole dish 

and served with mashed 

potato, roasted pumpkin, 

carrots and bread. Simple, 

yet amazing for those who 

are struggling and hungry. 

I was surprised at the 

atmosphere that was 

present in the room and 

the faces of the people who 

had just finished a meal 

(possibly not knowing 

(Continued from page 1) 



The urgent need for a 

major multi-million dollar 

repair and restoration of 

the heritage-listed St 

Paul’s Cathedral in 

R o c k h a m p t o n  h a s 

p r o m p t e d  t h e 

Rockhampton Anglican 

Diocese to launch the 

“Save St Paul’s Cathedral” 

campaign. 

Rockhampton Diocese 

Bishop David Robinson 

has called on the support 

o f  l o c a l s  a n d 

Queenslanders everywhere 

to help save the 135-year 

o l d  h e r i t a g e - l i s t e d 

Cathedral which is 

currently unsafe for use. 

The Cathedral has been 

closed since February 

2017 following some 

movement in the north 

wall while groundworks 

were being undertaken. 

The movement has 

resulted in some roof 

beams  d isengag ing , 

making the Cathedral 

unsafe. The roof is 

currently being supported 

by internal scaffolding and 

the north wall remains in 

a precarious state. 

The Cathedral had been 

reopened for worship in 

late 2016 for just a few 

months following repairs 

which were carried out 

after significant damage 

was done to the roof by 

Tropical Cyclone Marcia 

in 2015. 

Bishop Robinson said he 

had concerns for the 

future of the Cathedral 

given its current unsafe 

state and the enormous 

cost of repairs and 

restoration – money 

which the Cathedral and 

Diocese simply does not 

have.  

“It is most unfortunate 

that our beautiful 135-

year old St Paul’s 

Cathedral now faces an 

uncertain future,” said 

Bishop Robinson. 

“Our preferred option is 

to make safe, repair and 

restore the Cathedral. 

However the cost of doing 

this is enormous and it is 

very difficult at this stage 

to get accurate estimates 

of the cost.”  

“While we have attained 

several  engineering 

reports, nobody knows 

precisely what it will cost 

to completely repair and 

restore the Cathedral or 

how long it will take”. 

 “To repair and restore 

the Cathedral could cost 

in excess of $10 million.” 

“This restoration project 

will require a significant 

fundraising campaign 

over several years to 

implement. It is an 

important building for the 

Anglican Church, for 

Rockhampton and for 

Queensland for many 

reasons and I hope and 

pray that the community 

is able to support us in 

this historic endeavour.” 

“To that end, the Diocese 

is launching a public 

fundraising “Save St 

Paul’s Cathedral” appeal 

to engage the support of 

the local community, as 

well as the broader 

“Save St Paul’s Cathedral” campaign 
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Queensland community.” 

Bishop Robinson said it 

was an unfortunate reality 

that, depending on further 

technical reports and the 

success of fundraising 

ventures, the Diocese 

couldn’t rule out the 

option that the Cathedral 

m a y  h a v e  t o  b e 

demolished and replaced 

by a new worship centre. 

He said groundworks were 

started in early 2017 to 

replace paving and 

reinstate the Cathedral 

grounds. These works had 

to be suspended following 

some movement in the 

Cathedral’s north wall. 

“Over the past few months 

t h e r e  h a s  b e e n 

(Continued on page 10) 



“Come, Come follow me.” 

That’s all it took, 

Your look, and I followed. 

I followed the stirring of 

hope 

You placed in my soul. 

The offer of making my life 

whole. 

And yet, do I dare to 

believe? 

Yes… Yes I will follow 

my pride I will swallow. 

But wait!  

There is more??? 

Can it be I am called 

not just to follow, 

but to tell and to show 

how great my God is, 

the depth of His love? 

No. No I can’t. I am afraid. 

What will people say? 

Will they laugh, 

will they curse,  

will they push me away? 

And yet!  

Why should I care? 

I have Good News, 

Amazing news, 

Unsurpassable news. 

So share I must! 

For He is changing my 

heart, 

my thoughts, 

my very soul, 

making me whole. 

And knowing this truth 

and the hope that it 

brings, 

the way my heart sings, 

I can’t keep it in, 

It has to be spoken! 

To heal the broken. 

How else will they be 

woken! 

So I say to myself 

“Don’t be afraid. 

After all, He did say 

He would make us fishers 

of men.” 

Well then, 

I’ll take up my rod,  

get ready, prepare. 

Walk ahead with Jesus, 

listen and dare. 

He has someone waiting, 

He has prepared the way. 

Just open your mouth, 

obey 

Allow Him to say 

“Come, Come follow me 

today….” 

Your Look 

St Luke’s Emerald  

there is always room for 

more.   

Planning is underway to 

begin a playtime for pre-

schoolers and their 

parents. When this 

begins it will be held in 

the hall on Mondays from 

9:00 until 11:00a.m. The 

outreach event known as 

Monday group, which has 

been going for over 11 

years will move to a later 

time of 11:00-2:00p.m. 

This is still on Mondays 

as advertised in the pew 

bulletin. 

Considerable planning is 

already under way for our 

Annual Garden Party on 

Saturday 21 April. The 

theme this year is 

“Essence of Elegance 

Bohemian Style”. 

Our Annual General 

Meeting will be held on 

Sunday 24 February. We 

are praying for a full and 

enthusiastic  Parish 

Council to continue the 

work done by those 

outgoing this year and in 

previous years. 

This new-year has again 

begun with enthusiasm. 

We have had many 

baptisms young and not 

so young and numbers at 

our services are good. 

Sunday and Wednesday 

communion services are 

held each week in our 

beautiful church. 

Jesus the Game Changer 

has been chosen for an 

extended Lenten bible 

study and 2 groups with 

over 30 people have begun 

on Monday evening and 

Wednesday morning 

following the services. 

These are being led by 

Revd Jen in our air-

conditioned hall and 

numbers are good but 
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On the 18 May we will 

welcome other members of 

the diocese to our town for 

the annual Synod. We look 

forward to sharing what 

Emerald has to offer with 

all who are chosen to 

attend. 

Gwen and Christine 

By Reverend Susan 

Liersch 

Copyright©2014. 

Reproduction requires 

author’s permission. 



for the person not to 

suspect), that an adult 

associated with the 

institution was sexually 

abusing or had sexually 

abused a child.” 

It says that “Relevant 

institutions should be 

defined to include 

institutions that operate 

facilities or provide 

services to children in 

circumstances where the 

children are in the care, 

supervision or control of 

the institution,” and says 

that “facilities and 

services provided by 

religious institutions, and 

any services or functions 

performed by persons in 

religious ministry, should 

be included.” 

The report goes further, 

and says that legislation 

introducing the Failure to 

Report offence “should 

apply in relation to 

knowledge gained or 

suspicions that are or 

should have been formed, 

in whole or in part, on 

the basis of information 

disclosed in or in 

connection with a 

religious confession.” And 

that “any existing excuse, 

protection or privilege in 

relation to religious 

confessions” should be 

excluded “to the extent 

necessary to achieve this 

objective.” 

In his response to the 

report, Archbishop Philip 

Freier said: “The Anglican 

Church has worked 

assiduously since 2004 to 

make the church a safe 

place for all – especially 

for children – and we 

have made great strides, 

often in response to 

recommendations from 

the Royal Commission. 

But we admit that 

sometimes we have been 

slow to grasp the extent 

or severity of abuse, and 

that without the work of 

the Royal Commission we 

would not have been able 

to achieve this. 

“There has been a change 

in the wider culture of the 

Anglican Church about 

child abuse as all 

elements of the church 

have had to face our 

failures – a change that, 

again, was largely due to 

the Royal Commission 

and the Church’s 

response. 

“The three-yearly General 

Synod or national 

assembly, which met in 

Q u e e n s l a n d  i n 

September, introduced 

for the first time binding 

national standards on 

child protection for all 

clergy and church 

worke rs ,  inc lud ing 

independent audits. It 

also set up mechanisms 

by which the Church can 

j o i n  a  f u t u r e 

Co m mo nwe a l th  [ o f 

Australia] redress scheme 

(as recommended by the 

Royal Commission), and 

acted to make past and 

present bishops more 

accountable. 

“The work of making the 

Church a safe place is 

never finished and cannot 

be taken for granted. We 

will engage with the final 

report released today to 

improve our systems, 

protocols and procedures.” 

The Church of Australia is 

just one province of the 

Anglican Communion 

whose responses to child 

sexual abuse has been, or 

is being, investigated by 

national independent 

inquiries. The Church of 

England and the Church 

in Wales are, together, the 

focus of an “Anglican 

Church” case study by the 

Independent Inquiry into 

Child Sexual Abuse set up 

by the British government. 

Substantive hearings in 

that strand of the Inquiry 

are expected to take place 

next spring. 

From the Anglican 

Communion News Service 

December 15 2017 

Royal commission report (continued) 
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confessional – an area of 

controversy amongst 

some Christians – the 

report recommends that: 

“The Australian Catholic 

Bishops Conference 

should consult with the 

Holy See, and make 

publ ic  any advice 

received, in order to 

c l a r i f y  w h e t h e r 

information received from 

a child during the 

s a c r a m e n t  o f 

reconciliation that they 

have been sexually 

abused is covered by the 

seal of confession” and “if 

a person confesses during 

the  s ac rame nt  o f 

r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  t o 

perpetrating child sexual 

abuse, absolution can 

and should be withheld 

u n t i l  t he y  re po r t 

themselves to civil 

authorities.” 

Regardless of any advice 

received from the Vatican, 

the Commission, in its 

criminal justice section, 

recommends a new 

offence of “failure to 

report.” The offence would 

be committed if “an 

owner, manager, staff 

member or volunteer of a 

relevant institution” – 

including persons in 

religious ministry and 

other officers or personnel 

of religious institutions – 

“fails to report to police in 

circumstances where they 

know, suspect, or should 

have suspected (on the 

basis that a reasonable 

p e r s o n  i n  t h e i r 

circumstances would 

have suspected and it 

was criminally negligent 

(Continued from page 4) 

Posed by a model  
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considerable interaction 

with our insurers , 

engineers and architects 

about the Cathedral. 

Unfortunately, there is no 

simple explanation for 

why the movement 

occurred,” said Bishop 

Robinson. 

“It is apparent from the 

Cathedral records that 

there have been a number 

of reports, over the 

decades, about the 

instability of the soil, and 

the foundations of the 

bu i l d i n g  wh i c h ,  I 

understand, do not meet 

modern  eng ineer ing 

standards.”  

“Some movement is 

(Continued from page 7) inevitable in buildings of 

this age and for the most 

part they cope well. But 

we are unsure at this 

stage exactly what 

caused the wall to move 

so far and so suddenly.” 

“What we do know is that 

the building remains 

unsafe and that there is a 

significant risk of harm in 

addition to the question 

about liability if the wall 

was to collapse. We are 

awaiting further final 

reports which will help to 

inform our future 

decision-making.” 

Bishop Robinson said the 

Rockhampton Diocese 

had no choice but to 

make safe the front wall 

as soon as possible but it 

was unclear if this ‘make 

safe’ would allow the 

Diocese to reopen the 

Cathedral for worship as 

additional structural 

work may be required 

inside the building. 

All donations can be 

made to the “Save Our 

Cathedra l  Pro jec t ” , 

through the  

Save St Paul’s Cathedral (continued) 
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D i o c e s e  o f 

Rockhampton. PO Box 

710, Rockhampton, 

QLD 4700. 

For further enquiries 

a n d  i n t e r v i e w s , 

contact: 

B i s h o p  D a v i d 

Robinson  

0421 620 604 

 

Let us consider how we may 
spur one another on 

toward love and good deeds… 
let us encourage one another. 

(Hebrews 10: 24, 25) 

 

Be a part of Hubs in 2018 

Rockhampton ...................... 2 June 

Contact ....... Cathedral office 4927 6555 

Biloela .................................. 9 June 

Contact ............ Fay Neale 0409 725 447 

Emerald .............................. 16 June 

Contact..Peter De Vreede 0448 800 379 

Barcaldine .......................... 23 June 

Contact .......... Trish Miller 0429 051 237 

Bible Study Fellowship 

 
 
 
 

Sharing ideas Praying together 

Support and 
encouragement 

Teaching and 
learning 

 



of individualised supports 

and services. Generally, 

this involves matching 

you with an experienced 

support worker and/or 

domestic assistant who 

will support you in your 

home, your community 

and further afield.  

Our focus is to build and 

m a i n t a i n  y o u r 

The National Disability 

Insurance Scheme (NDIS) 

supports people living 

w i t h  s i g n i f i c a n t 

permanent disability that 

impacts their ability to 

live their best life.  

A n g l i c a r e  C e n t r a l 

Q u e e n s l a n d  i s  a 

registered NDIS Service 

Provider. We can guide 

you through the process, 

especially the planning 

phase, so that you can be 

confident that you will 

r e c e i v e  t he  mo s t 

appropriate supports and 

services to live your best 

life.  

We excel with the delivery 

independence and to 

support you to achieve 

your goals. We will include 

you (and your family/

representative) in all 

decisions that directly 

affect you.  

Get in touch with us today 

1300 769 814 

ndis@anglicarecq.org.au 

Anglicare, your Local NDIS Provider 

It is Rockhampton’s turn 

to organise the Anglican 

Mothers Union Australia 

Provincial Conference of 

Q u e e n s l a n d  a n d 

Northern Territory this 

year, from August 9 – 12 

2018.  The last one to be 

held in Rockhampton was 

in 2009.  These triennial 

conferences are a 

wonderful opportunity for 

people to have worship 

and fellowship together, 

share ideas and activities, 

be informed of what 

people are doing to 

further the Aims and 

Objectives of our amazing 

world-wide organisation, 

form friendships and 

have a lot of fun together. 

Our theme is BEFRIEND, 

which expands to Be Ever 

Faithful, Resourceful, 

Inclusive, Enduring, 

Nourishing and Devoted. 

Dr Robin Ray of 

Townsville is our Guest 

Speaker. As preparations 

intensify, an exciting and 

inspirational programme 

is emerging, with a 

variety of sessions and 

activities particularly on 

Friday and Saturday. 

Thursday night will focus 

on the Welcome and 

Mary Sumner Day 

Service, and Keppel 

Parish will host the 

Sunday Eucharist at      

9 am. 

It is an honour and a 

privilege to host a 

Provincial Conference, 

and we want to share 

this experience with as 

many people as possible. 

Although it is a Mothers 

Union Conference, it is 

not limited to Branch and 

Lone members. Lots of 

people are friends and 

supporters of AMUA. 

People will come from 

interstate, also. Being a 

rather small committee, we 

would greatly appreciate 

a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m 

p a r i s h i o n e r s .   I n 

particular, we need 

someone to type up the 

Minutes of the monthly 

meetings. We would love to 

welcome aboard anyone 

who can offer help. My 

contac t  number i s        

0428 030 433. 

We would like expressions 

of interest in attending.  

Registration Forms will be 

available in February, 

along with highlights of 

the programme.   

Noelle Frazer,  

Diocesan President. 

Anglican Mothers Union Australia  
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Dr Robin Ray of 

Townsville is our 

Guest Speaker 



AnglicareCQ recently 

teamed up with the 

G l a d s t o n e  G o o d 

Beginnings Indigenous 

Family support worker to 

present Empowering Our 

Mums: an eight-week 

program building social 

and emotional wellbeing 

a m o n g  I n d i g e n o u s 

mothers. 

Nine Indigenous women 

with young children took 

part, learning more about 

self esteem, relationships, 

ange r  management , 

respect, grief and building 

happiness.  

Along the way we tried 

o u r  h a n d s  a t 

scrapbooking, cooking, 

making dream catchers, a 

personal training session 

and yarning together over 

a shared meal.  

We also ran a free 

playgroup on site for the 

children of the women 

participating in the 

program, and a volunteer-

run transport service for 

people who needed a 

hand to get to the group.   

The project was a great 

way to build skills and 

share  i n fo rmat i on , 

strengthen ties with the 

Empowering Our Mums 

This story can fit 300-

350 words. 
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Join Bishop David and Jan on a 

Pilgrimage to ISRAEL 
…the spiritual experience of a lifetime… 

25th February – 15th March 2019 
Highlights: 
• The Church of the Holy Sepulchre (4th century) 

• Mt Nebo (Memorial church of Moses) 

• The Mount of Olives and Nimrod’s Castle 

• Float in the Dead Sea 

• Qumran, where the Dead Sea Scrolls were found 

• Masada, site of the last Jewish stand against Rome in AD 70 

• Baptism site of Jesus and Catacombs 

• Beersheba, Nazareth and Capernaum 

• Jordan and two nights in Petra 

• Ancient boat trip on the Sea of Galilee 

• King David’s City, Bethlehem 
• Garden of Gethsemane…..AND MUCH MORE! 

$6595 per person, twin share includes: 
• Return economy air fare ex capital cities incl. taxes 
• 4 star accommodation w/ breakfast & dinner 
• All sightseeing, transfers and entrance fees 

Contact: Rockhampton Diocese (07) 4927 3188 
Or Tour Director 0409 441 246 

info@anglicantours.com.au  www.anglicantours.com.au 
 

l o c a l  I nd i g e no u s 

community, and build 

our community's social 

and emotional health. 



Once more the year 

started with a luncheon 

for the teachers of our 

neighbouring school, The 

Hall State School. Our 

generous parishioners 

donate school stationary 

items for the teachers to 

access during the school 

year, as some students 

need assistance with 

everyday school needs.  

Pr inc ipa l  L indy- lou 

Brown and her staff are 

very appreciative of this 

assistance, and she also 

thanked the church’s 

volunteers who spend time 

with the Breaky Club, 

reading in the classroom 

and the Mentoring 

programme during the 

school year. She wrote a 

beautiful note in the 

School News Letter 

regarding St Luke's 

contribution to the School 

community and thanked 

the church community for 

their continuing support 

and partnership.  

Jan Nightingale 

St Luke’s Wandal 
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In December we farewelled 

David and Jenny Wilson 

after 10 years of dedicated 

service to Tanyalla. Their 

many years of hard work 

of overseeing camps, 

cleaning and maintenance 

has left Tanyalla on a firm 

footing and laid the 

foundations for a bright 

future.  

Bob and Ella Best arrived 

in January as interim 

Caretaker/Mangers and 

will stay until the position 

is filled with a permanent 

Centre Manager.  

They have settled in well 

and have been busy 

keeping everything in tip 

top condit ion and 

maintaining the grounds.  

The local wildlife has 

accepted them and are 

appreciating the extra 

green pick during this hot 

spell.  

A submission for a grant 

from Queensland Gas 

Company was accepted 

and Tanyalla received a 

grant of $40,000 for an 

extension on the hall.  

The hall, which came 

f rom St  Sav iour ’s 

Gladstone, will have a 

veranda to provide more 

floor space.  

This area will prove to be 

very popular, as it will be 

cool  and have a 

magnificent outlook of the 

natural bush beauty.  

Bookings are being taken 

for future camps and 

conferences.  

We welcome familiar faces 

and future inquires.  

 

Tanyalla  
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2018 DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

  

Clergy retreats SQ        3 - 7 April 

                                    4 - 8 June 

                                    29 Oct - 2 Nov 

Provincial Clergy 

Conference Bris.          30 July - 2 Aug 

 

Pre-synod meetings      

Emerald                              3 March 

Biloela                                 7 April 

Barcaldine                          28 April 

Rockhampton                     5 May 

 

Hub Meetings 

Rockhampton                         2 June 

Biloela                                    9 June 

Emerald.                                16 June 

Barcaldine                             23 June 

Rockhampton                        15 Sept 

Biloela                                   29 Sept 

Emerald                                13 Oct 

Barcaldine                             20 Oct 

  

  

Annual Returns Due           31 March 

  

Mother’s Union Lady Day      9  April 

Synod in Emerald                18-20 May 

Lay Retreat (Emu Park)       5-7 October 

Guided tours and further 

in fo rmat i o n  re ad i l y 

available and welcomed.  

Phone 4973 7217 



around the parish 

and our annual 

Potluck Dinner was 

held in the hall with 

e a c h  f a m i l y 

supplying a dish 

towards a shared 

meal, conversation 

and fellowship.  A trivia 

sheet of questions taxed 

our brains with a prize 

given to the person with 

the most correct answers.  

Another game we played 

caused lots of laughs and 

confusion – a left/right 

version of pass the 

parcels.  By the end, the 

two parcels (bags of 

potato chips) were 

basically crumbs having 

been squashed during 

t h e  e n t h u s i a s t i c 

participation of those 

present.  What a lot of 

fun and fellowship that 

night was. 

The next day a number of 

people worked hard at 

the working bee to spruce 

up the church building 

a n d  g r o u n d s  i n 

p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r 

Christmas.  A lovely 

morning tea was provided 

during a well earned 

break.  Many hands 

make light work. 

The Christmas services 

were well attended.  On 

Christmas Eve, a family 

Christmas event called 

“The Really Good News of 

Christmas” was held.  

Children were asked to 

come dressed up as 

angels, shepherds or wise 

people and participate in 

fun, worship, carols and 

festivity.  There was 

much interaction at this 

event.   The midnight 

carols and service was 

very reflective and was 

beautiful and uplifting 

leading into the joyous 

celebration on Christmas 

Day of the birth of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

By the end of January, 

most of the groups within 

the parish, including GFS, 

YETIS, MU, Caritas, 

Sunday School and mainly 

music, have recommenced 

for the year after a recess 

during the Christmas 

period. 

2018 promises to be 

another year of spiritual 

growth and inclusion of all 

with whom we come into 

contact in our community.  

Our parish’s mission is 

printed on the top of our 

weekly bulletin, “As 

Christ’s followers we 

prayerfully seek to grow in 

Christ and to share God’s 

love through faith in 

action”. 

Carol Morris 

North Rockhampton Parish 
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On the first Sunday of 

Advent, nine of our young 

people were admitted to 

Confirmation by Bishop 

David whilst one young 

person was admitted to 

Early Communion.  It was 

a joyful occasion with 

many friends and family 

m e m b e r s  i n  t h e 

congregation to support 

them.  Congratulations 

Jack, Kiraleigh, Ethan, 

Jonathon, Emmanuel, 

Nyasha, Keenan, Lana, 

Shaun and Kianna in 

taking this step forward in 

your own spiritual journey 

with God. 

December is a busy time 
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“There are more than a 

million new internally 

displaced people. Famine 

is causing great suffering 

and danger. In South 

Sudan, up to six million 

people face starvation. 

Sexual violence and 

humiliation are being 

committed on the most 

atrocious scale in both 

countries.” 

Recalling his last visit to 

South Sudan, Archbishop 

Justin said: “I listened to 

a political leader tell me 

about the suffering and 

slaughter of her people. I 

visited a refugee camp in 

Uganda filled with South 

Sudanese children whose 

families had fled their 

homes to escape death. 

“We are called to pray 

fervently for the millions 

of people who simply 

cannot take any more of 

this war.” 

He offered four pointers 

for people who wanted to 

pray but who were 

unsure how: 

•For the leaders of South 

Sudan and DRC to turn 

their hearts from war to 

peace – and a peaceful 

solution to political 

problems. 

•For all refugees from 

these countries. 

The  Archbishop  o f 

Canterbury, Justin Welby, 

is backing Pope Francis’ 

call for tomorrow (Friday, 

23 February) to be set 

aside as a day of prayer 

and fasting for South 

Sudan and the Democratic 

Republic of Congo. 

Backing the Pope’s call, 

which has been endorsed 

by Anglican leaders 

a rou nd  the  g l o be , 

Archbishop Justin Welby 

said: “Tomorrow, Pope 

Francis is calling for a day 

of fasting and prayer for 

the people of South Sudan 

and Democratic Republic 

of Congo. He is inviting 

non-Catholic brothers and 

sisters to join him. I 

support this call and invite 

you to join us – and people 

around the world – in 

praying that these terribly 

suffering populations will 

know peace. 

“On my visits to both 

countries in recent years, 

it’s been impossible to 

describe the overwhelming 

scale of destruction. These 

conflicts are causing 

terrible loss of life. Huge 

numbers of people have 

been forced to flee their 

homes, which is tearing 

apart  fami l ies  and 

communities. 

•For forgiveness, healing 

and new relationships. 

•For the local churches 

doing so much to look 

after people who are 

suffering, and to bring 

peace. 

He continued: “In the 

words of the acting 

Anglican primate of 

South Sudan, Archbishop 

Peter Munde Yacoub: 

‘Jesus says if we pray 

faithfully, the mountains 

can fall into the sea. We 

have mountains in front 

of us: the evil war and the 

killing of innocent people. 

Pray that Almighty God 

will remove this evil war 

and bring us peace, and 

remove the suffering of 

South Sudanese people.’ 

“As the Pope says, our 

heavenly Father always 

listens to His children 

Archbishop of  Canterbury joins Pope’s call for 

prayer and fasting for South Sudan and DRC 
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who cry to Him in pain 

and in anguish. ‘He heals 

the broken hearted and 

binds their wounds’ (Psalm 

147, 3). 

“The Pope is asking that 

we also hear this cry – and 

that each of us, before 

God, asks ourselves: ‘What 

can I do for peace?’” 

He continued: “Please 

make some time tomorrow 

to pray, and to fast in 

some way if you can. 

“Let’s get behind the 

Pope’s appeal and come 

together as one united 

body of Christ to pray for 

our sisters and brothers in 

South Sudan and DRC. 

Almighty God, bring 

peace.” 

From the Angl ican 

Communion News Service  

February 22 2018 
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