
Synod 2018  

Through a newbie’s eyes 

It was with curiosity and 

excitement that I attended 
my first ever Anglican 

Synod, held in Emerald at 

the Maraboon Tavern. 

We all arrived for the first 

session on Friday evening, 
seated several parishes to 

a table, and introductions 
were made all around. 

Bishop David opened 
proceedings with a prayer 

and then we all got down 
to business. Friday night 

finished at around 9:00 
pm and we all came back 

together on Saturday 

morning. Proceedings went 

all day and everything on 
the agenda was covered 

off and decided upon. 

Sunday saw St Luke’s 

Emerald hosting the 
s e r v i c e  w i t h 

representatives from a lot 
of the other parishes 

taking part, under the 
loving care of Bishop 

David. 

My thoughts on the 
weekend: I approached 

the role of Synod Rep 
seriously, and as such, 

went and spoke to a lot of 
people, both here in the 

parish and other parishes 

that I have been a 

member of. By and far the 
overwhelming comments 

coming back to me were 
of a committee of diverse 

backgrounds, each with 
self-serving agendas, 

fighting for the smallest of 
details, right down to the 

way the canons are 

written grammatically.  

What I experienced on the 
weekend was a group of 

representat ives ,  a l l 
focused on their roles, all 

living in the light of 
Christ, working together 

for the greater good of 
God. There was no 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Dear Friends, 

The last few months we 

have seen the response of 
people to the presence of 

the diocese at Beef Week; 
we held a synod which 

was very positive and 
confident; we installed Rev 

Robert Stanley as the 
Priest in Charge of the 

Parish of Keppel; and we 
welcome Rev Matt Taylor 

to assist in the North 
Rockhampton parish. We 

discovered in many of 
these experiences that 

there really is faith alive 

and active in the diocese.   

Indeed, it seems that 
across much of the 

diocese there seems to be 
a renewed sense of 

purpose to live out our 
Christian mission of 

loving God and loving 
others and a confidence 

that we can make a 
difference by proclaiming 

faith in Jesus Christ by 
word, sacrament and 

example. 

O u r  v o c a t i o n  a s 

Christians (actually as 
people), our calling, is 

found when we abide in 
God, when we praise God 

where we live and move 
and have our being. The 

way then that we think, 
pray and behave makes a 

difference to the others in 
every parish and in each 

worshipping community.     

Throughout Christian 

history, there have been 
two tendencies that 

present different pitfalls 
for Christian maturity. 

The first is legalism. We 
might  de f ine  th is 

tendency as attempting to 
keep all the rules without 

the power of the Holy 
Spirit. The second 

tendency could be labeled 
permissiveness. This is 

the tendency to focus on 
freedom to follow the Holy 

Spirit without disciplined 
discipleship. When Paul 

advocates that we imitate 
God (Eph 5:1), he invites 

us into a healthy 
discipleship that avoids 

these two tendencies. 
Earlier in Paul’s prayer 

for the Ephesians (3:16-
17), we read, “I pray that, 

according to the riches of 
his glory, he may grant 

that you may be 

Clergy Retreat in SQ Diocese …………...29 Oct – 2 Nov 

Lay Retreat……………...……………...……….5-7 October 

 

Hub Meetings 

Emerald……………………………………….. 15 September 

Biloela………………………………………….. 29 September 

Rockhampton……………………………………..13 October 

Barcaldine………………………………………….20 October 

 

Mothers Union Provincial Conference 

 ................................................…………….9-12 August 

 

Safe Ministry Refresher workshops 

Gladstone ..................................................... 4 August 

Keppel ........................................................ 18 August 

Moranbah ................................................... 25 August 

 

Women’s Bible Retreat …………………...15 September  

Vicar General’s musings 

2018 Dates for your diary 
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strengthened in your inner 
being with power through 

his Spirit, and that Christ 
may dwell in your hearts 

through faith, as you are 
being rooted and grounded 

in love.” 

Growing in Christian 

discipleship requires that 
we put away tendencies, 

habits, and attitudes that 
are contrary to the gospel 

as well as take on new 
postures that open us to 

the power of God’s grace 
(holy habits, prayer, 

Scripture reading, etc.). It 
is through these new 

postures and habits that 
we become—what is 

seemingly impossible— 
imitators of God for others, 

thus fulfilling the greatest 
commandment to love God 

and love others.  

Christ’s blessings 

  John 

Skilling Queenslanders for Work  

Jobs Qld, Skilling Queenslanders for Work is looking for 

projects.  

The Queensland Government’s Department of 

Employment, Small Business and Training initiative 

supports job seekers into work, funding a range of 

community-based training projects. The program 

provides labour to the participating project at no cost. 

The participating not-for-profit organisation provides 

necessary materials. 

Work examples include landscaping, weeding, gardens, 

tidy ups, fence building, dismantling old structures, 

painting (standing to two metres off the ground) and 

small concreting jobs. 

Do you have a job that needs doing? Would your 

parish like to deliver a Skilling Queensland Work project 

which could be mutually beneficial? 

Please contact the Registrar, David Rees, on 4927 3188 

for more information. 



It was an evening of 
ce lebrat ion for the 

Induction Service of Rev 
Rob Stanley as Priest-in-

Charge of Keppel Parish. 
On Friday 6 July the 

Church was full as 

parishioners were joined 
by community leaders, 

Christian leaders from 
the Capricorn Coast and 

many clergy and people 
from across the diocese. 

A r c h d e a c o n  J o h n 

Coleman represented the 
Bishop in the welcome 

and induction of Rev Rob. 
Rev David Pettett was 

thanked for his support 
and service to the parish 

as a new leader was 

sought. 

Rev Rob Stanley’s Induction at Keppel 

Messy Church Begins at St Francis’ Moranbah 

again in the local State 
schools.  As we looked at 

o u r  n e e d s  a n d 
opportunities we felt that 

the next step was sharing 
our faith with others in a 

more intentional way with 
our community, and so 

we decided to give Messy 

Church a try. 

Our theme for this term 
was “Out On The Water” 

and focused on the story 
of Jesus walking on Lake 

Galilee in Matthew 14:22-
33.  We were very 

encouraged by having 
four families join us – 

three from Mainly Music 
and one whose child 

received an invitation at 
RI.  After ringing the bell 

(the kids just loved that 
part!) we led the families 

in some singing and had 
our lesson.  Rev Luke 

explained how Jesus’ 
miracle was important in 

showing the disciples 
that Jesus was more 

than just a prophet but 
was instead the Son of 

God.  The children then 
acted out the passage, 

with several playing 
Jesus and the disciples 

and the rest waving their 
arms on the floor as the 

stormy sea!  For our 
“messy” activities outside 

Brianna had organised 
“walking on water” via a 

h o m e m a d e  w a t e r 
mattress, boats in a jar, 

a n d  b a n a n a  a n d 
strawberry boats on a 

After a successful “trial 
run” on Palm Sunday, St 

Francis’ Moranbah hosted 
their first proper Messy 

Church service in June.  
Connecting with families 

with young children has 
been a strength of parish 

life in recent times, with 
weekly Mainly Music 

sessions at full capacity 
and RI classes beginning 

Page 3 

Volume 128 No 3 

blue jelly sea.  After the 
service all the families 

s tayed around for 

fellowship. 

M e s s y  C h u r c h  a t 
Moranbah will probably 

take a little while to get 
established and for the 

famil ies who come 
regularly to feel like 

members of our church, 
but we are prayerfully 

expecting that God will do 
great things through this 

ministry.  Bring on Term 

three!  

The gathering and supper 
after the service provided 

the opportunity for people 
to enjoy fellowship and 

meet the Stanley family - 
Rob, Philippa, Rachel, 

Phoebe and Eden.  



arguing, just sensible 

debate and unanimous 
agreements on all matters 

put before the Synod. This 
was a harmonious group 

who wanted to, and did, 
work together, to spread 

the good news of Jesus 
Christ, through the 

administration of the 

church.  

A very enjoyable weekend 
and I am looking forward 

to next year.  

Peter De Vreede,  

Emerald  

Reports & speakers –    

an overview 

Anglicare CQ 

 751 individuals were 

housed  in  c r i s i s 

accommodation 

 582 tenancies were 

managed 

 275 individuals/families 

received emergency relief 

 124,084 nights of care 

were provided for 

children 

 549 young people at risk 

of disengaging from 

school were supported 

 6720 hours of mental 

health support were 

delivered 

 248 people / families 

accessed counselling 

support services 

The National Disability 

Insurance Scheme is a 
new way of funding 

disability services across 
Austral ia.  NDIS is 

described as the biggest 
social change since the 

introduction of Medicare. 
The results for people’s 

lives from more choice and 
control, and individualised 

funding should make the 
e f f o r t  r e qu i r e d  t o 

transition worthwhile.   

(Continued from page 1) Long term director and 
Chair of four years, 

Rhylla Webb, resigned in 
March 2018, leaving very 

big shoes to be recruited 
into.  We wish Rhylla the 

best for her future and 
thank her for her 

dedicated service and 
support, she will be 

greatly missed. 

Sincere thanks are 
extended to all those who 

give of their time and 

resources so willingly.  

Mission to Seafarers 

It has been a year of 
change for this mission. 

Under the leadership of 
Bishop David, the board 

were guided by experts 
on corporate governance, 

financial planning and 
executive recruitment.  

Jess Mulhall commenced 
as Manager in March. 

Thank you Dennis for 
your time leading MTS, 

and your continued 

support of the mission. 

Volunteers make up the 
majority of the work force 

including operating the 
souvenir shop and 

recreational facilities at 
the mission and driving 

the buses. The buses 
service 18 wharves over a 

50km stretch of the 
harbour, transporting 

sailors to shopping 
centres, doctors, airport 

etc .  Angl ican and 
Catho l i c  Chapla ins 

continue to provide 

spiritual support and 
services, including on 

board ships and in the 

chapel. 

In her address to Synod 
Jess mentioned ways in 

which we could all help 

by donating  

 Knitted beanies and 

scarves  

 Wool and woollen 

products, old jumpers 

or balls of yarn for 
v o l u n t e e r s  t o 

repurpose 

 Old laptops and 

musical instruments - 

helps keep morale up 

on the ships. 

 Comfort crosses - the 

local Men’s Shed can’t 

keep up with the 

demand.  

 Puzzle books, sudoku, 

find a word in English 

or any other language. 

 Ping pong or pool/

billiards paraphernalia 

for use in the mission 

rec room. 

Donat ions can be 
dropped off at the 

Diocesan office or 
delivered directly to 

Mission to Seafarers in 

Gladstone. 

Anglican Mothers Union 

Australia 

AMUA is a worldwide 

fellowship of Christians 
united in prayer, worship 

and service providing 
Christian care for families 

b y  s t r e n g t h e n i n g , 
s u p p o r t i n g  a n d 

encouraging marriage 
a n d  f a m i l y  l i f e .  

Membership of AMUA in 
t h e  R o c k h a m p t o n 

Diocese totals about 85. 

“Mothers’ Union has 

always been at the heart 
of the Church and 

community.  For 140 

Synod continued 
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years, faith and action 
have been at the core of 

what you do.  I have seen 
this for myself both at 

home and abroad.  You 
truly are the heart and 

love of the church”.  Says 

Archbishop Justin Welby. 

Our Diocese is hosting the 
t r i e nn i a l  P rov inc i a l 

Conference, at in the 
L e i c h h a r d t  H o t e l , 

Rockhampton 9-12 August 
2018.  Dr Robin Ray 

(Townsville) is the Guest 
Speaker, and a wide 

variety of activities are 
planned. Everyone is 

welcome to attend. 

Hospital Chaplaincy 

The Wandal Parish is 
responsible for Chaplaincy 

to the Rockhampton Base 
Hospital and three nursing 

homes on Southside. 

Fr Shaji is supported in 

this ministry by three 
Pastoral Care Visitors. 

Fundamental aspects of 
the ministry involve 

l i s t e n i n g ,  o f f e r i n g 
opportunities for prayer, 

scripture and sacraments, 
talking to patients and 

families, offering support 
or arranging other support 

networks. 

The patients at the Base 

ho s p i t a l  a r e  f r o m 
throughout CQ. Many 

have little or no real 
connectedness to the 

Church, but nevertheless 
have a profound sense of 

sp i r i tua l i ty .  In  an 
i n c r e a s i n g  s e c u l a r 

population, more work 
needs to be done to 

overcome the perception 
that pastoral care is not 

an exclusively religious 

service. 

There is need for more 

Pastoral Care Visitor 
Volunteers, providing 

(Continued on page 5) 



ongoing formal training, 

and  sp i r i tua l  and 
theological formation 

opportunities. 

PNG 

Support for the Bishop’s 

Annual PNG Appeal in 
2017 raised $9,384.49, 

and a further $790. 

With Popondota diocese’s 

funds at a critical stage we 
believe some of the funds 

were used to restore water 
and electricity supply to 

church complex.  

$5,291.49 was sent to 

Christ the King School 
which provided a practical 

Christmas gift for each of 
the 400 pupils and some 

necessary resources for 
the school. $3,313 was 

(Continued from page 4) given for St Margaret’s 

Hospital. 

Safe Ministry 

Safe Ministry training is 
now available on-line. 

There has been positive 
feedback from those who 

have already utilized it. 
This training format 

enables the more isolated 
people to undertake the 

workshop in their own 
time and at their own 

pace.   

“Refresher” workshops 

are being rolled out 
throughout the Diocese 

as the training needs to 
be upgraded every three 

years.  

New facilitators have 

been trained to conduct 

workshops in Barcaldine 

and Emerald hubs.  

A Safe Ministry audit is 
now included in the 

parish annual returns. 

Parish Councils are 
responsible for to ensuring 

their volunteers meet 

requirements. 

Tanyalla Recreation 

Centre 

In September 2017 
Tanyalla celebrated its 

40th anniversary as a 

ministry centre. 

After ten years as 
Ca re t ake r/ Manage rs 

David and Jenny Wilson 
farewelled the centre to 

travel a very open 
itinerary in their camper.  

The position description 
for a manager is being 

carefully considered and 
it is anticipated this 

position will be advertised 
in the near future. Bob 

and Ella Best have settled 

in as interim Caretakers. 

The Board is currently 
looking towards the 

future to become more 
accountable in its 

operations, including 
working on a vision 

statement, developing a 
business plan and 

trading within a budget.   

Synod continued 
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Changes to the Parish 

Canon 

Substantial changes were 
made to the Parish 

Canon. BiC has adopted 
the amendments and they 

have been registered with 
the court. The Business 

Manager will issue an 
Admin Circular soon with 

the amendments. 

Farewell  

 

Administration Officer 

Themi Atchison retired in 
January after 22 years of 

service to the Diocese.  
Themi’s sterling effort was 

recognized on Saturday 
evening when she and her 

husband Ralph joined the 
group for dinner. Her 

experience and expertise 
were greatly valued, and 

we wish her and Ralph a 
l o n g  a n d  h a p p y 

retirement. 

Synod Reflections 

Jen Hercott, Emerald – 
“Coming from another 

Diocese I was expecting 
Synod to be a dry, heavy 

business meeting, with 
strong opinions, behind 

the scenes cajoling and 
p e t i t i o n i n g  f o r 

numbers.   I was 
pleasantly surprised by 

the collegial atmosphere 
tha t  was  p r e s e n t 

throughout Synod.  We 

enjoyed a meeting where 
passion and integrity were 

seen, where real issues 
were addressed, where 

common sense was 
applied, and where all 

standing orders, canons 
and processes were 

upheld.  

It was refreshing to see 

how much positive 
activity is going on 

a r o u n d  t h e 

Diocese.  There was open 
sharing of ideas, offers of 

assistance, and candid 
reviews of programs and 

activities which no longer 
spoke to the communities 

that they had previously 
served.  Together we 

recognised and lamented 
the pain of past, 

celebrated the good, and 

explored the future.  

I was inspired by our 
Bishop as he spoke of his 

vision for the future of the 
church; his message of 

affirmation of ‘small 
church’, his call to 

relevancy in a changing 
world, and importantly his 

passion for a church 
which is Christ focussed, 

Bible centred, intentional 

(Continued on page 8) 



By the time this Gazette 
distributes, the tri-ennial 

Queensland Provincial 
Conference, which a 

small committee of 
members have been 

planning for the past 18 
months, will be taking 

place.  We will tell you all 

about it next edition. 

Taking part in the Beef 
Week Expo was truly 

exc i t ing ,  and our 
promotional video has 

already been shown at 
o u r  A u s t r a l i a n 

Conference in late May, 
and is on the national 

website. We put our 

brochure and a flier 
about our local activities 

in each bag handed out 

during the Week. 

In May, members of all 
b r a n c h e s  d o n a t e d 

packets of biscuits, 
toiletries and beanies for 

the Mission to Seafarers 
Centre in Gladstone. A 

number of bags of 
goodies were collected 

and delivered. 

Another service to the 
less fortunate in our 

community will be the 
making of 60 muffins and 

provision of 60 bottles of 
water for the Anglicare 

booth at the Homeless 
Connect Event in late 

July. Lots of AMUA 
m e m b e r s  s u p p o r t 

Anglicare via fundraising, 
f o o d  d o n a t i o n s , 

Christmas hampers, and 

Family sponsorships. 

Before Christmas, all 
branches prepare bags of 

toiletries for the Women’s 
S h e l t e r  a n d  t h e 

Community Centre in 
Yeppoon for families 

fleeing domestic violence. 

These are just a few 
e x amp l e s  o f  ho w 

members of AMUA make 
a difference to the lives of 

AMUA 

UN-Believe-a-bull 

home a ‘Believe-a-Bull’ 
bag filled with this 

information 

Many bags were given to 

families of 3 or more 
people, meaning we had 

personal interactions 

with over 4000 people 

We shouldn’t waste the 

opportunity in the 
months ahead to further 

build on those positive 

interactions 

Statistics only tell one 
story.  Given that the 

majority of these 2000 
bags were handed out w i th  a  s m i l e ,  a 

conversation, and a 

positive encounter with 
us, ‘the church’, this was 

an unbelievable week of 
good will spread in the 

name of Jesus and his 

Kingdom. 

It was a reminder to many 
local people that we, as 

the Anglican church, are 
here in the community 

and here for the 

community. 

While our time at Beef 

According to the official 
s tat is t i cs ,  100 ,368 

visitors attended Beef 

Australia 2018.   

The Anglican Diocese of 
Rockhampton stall, one 

of 530 exhibitors, handed 
out 2000 show bags filled 

with information about 
our churches and their 

activities throughout the 
Diocese as well as a 

special edition of the Beef 

Week Gazette.  

What that means - 

1 in 50 people who 
attended Beef Week took 
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Week 2018 was a great 
opportunity taken, let’s 

not wait until 2021 
before we again engage 

with those around us.  
Le t ’ s  make  eve ry 

conversation that we 
have with people a 

positive one which brings 
them closer to knowing 

Jesus through the words 
that we say, the words 

that we don’t, and the 
manner in which we say 

them. 

Matt Taylor  

people in our community, 
especially those facing 

adversity. 

Noelle Frazer,  

Diocesan President. 



Our participants and 
support workers in Biloela 

beamed with pride when 
they recently took the 

opportunity to perform for 
the local community at the 

Biloela Eisteddfod, taking 
out first place with 

their 'African Story' 

drumming performance. 

A n g l i c a r e  C e n t r a l 
Queens land support 

worker, Leanne, ‘founded’ 
the group, teaching our 

drummers to connect with 
their inner rhythm. After 

witnessing the excitement 
and joy around the room, 

it was decided that they 
needed to do whatever 

they could to make it to 

the big stage.  

The Biloela Eisteddfod 
Society introduced a 

special category for 
people with a disability 

who simply wanted to 
p e r f o r m .  E v e ryo ne 

participating in this 
category is deemed a 

winner.  

Learning and performing 

a new song every year is 
the highlight for our 

drummers.  

A n g l i c a r e  C e n t r a l 
Queensland supports our 

participants to access 
and connect with their 

local community, social 

a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l 

activities.  

Aside from activities such 

as drumming groups, we 

provide 1-on-1 or group-
based support which may 

include: 

• Being part of sports or 

cultural events 

• Joining a club or social 

group 

• Going shopping and 

other outings 

Winners are grinners  

Why We Believe 

School from a very young 
age and our faith grew. 

Going on from Sunday 
School we then graduated 

to Church services where 
we each received training 

f o r  C o n f i r m a t i o n . 
Confirmation introduced 

us to the daily discipline 
of Christian life and 

service. We were affirmed 
in our faith and welcomed 

into the body of the 
Church and began 

participating in the Lord’s 
Supper. Communion is 

important to us because 
it represents the Lord’s 

Last Supper prior to his 

crucifixion. 

As we became more 

involved in Bible study 
and other groups within 

the Church our faith grew 
and we came to 

understand through the 
Bible that God is integral 

to our lives. 

Having faith completes 
our lives. We live knowing 

that there is a purpose to 
life. We live knowing that 

we are not alone. We also 
draw strength from one 

another and our faith 
strengthens us. We know 

that nothing will happen 

Beth, Roslyn and Glenda 
are all members of the 

Mother’s Union Group at 
A l l  S a i n t s ,  N o r t h 

Rockhampton. When they 
were discussing their faith 

journeys earlier in the year 
they discovered that 

despite growing up in 
Rockhampton, Melbourne 

and Ipswich, their stories 
were all very similar. This 

is their story. 

We believe because we 

have seen and continue to 
see different miracles 

happen every day. 

We all attended Sunday 
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Gazette Deadlines 

Please send you articles and photos  

for inclusion in the Gazette to  

 

gazette@anglicanchurchcq.org.au  
 

The deadlines for these items for the 2018 issues are: 

     May 14th; August 14th;  November 14th;  

then February 14th 2019 

to us that the Lord knows 
we cannot handle. Despite 

the trials and tribulations 
of everyday life we are not 

daunted or overwhelmed 
because our faith sees us 

through. 

We believe that over the 

years of our lives we each 
have seen things that have 

no possible explanation, 
o the r  t han  D iv i ne 

intervention. Without our 
faith our lives would lose 

their meaning. So we each 
thank God daily for His 

presence in our lives. 

• Supporting you to attend 

appointment.  

If you would like any more 
information on how we 

can work with you to 
make the best of your life, 

please contact our team 
on 1300 769 814 or visit 

o u r  w e b s i t e  – 

www.anglicarecq.org.au  

Pictured: Faye, Spero, Dan, Rory, 

Mel, Kim and Leanne 



& missional.  I was deeply 

encouraged by our 
Bishop ’ s  l eade rship 

throughout the event and 
look forward to working 

with him as he refreshes 
and rolls out his vision for 

our Diocese into the 

future. 

I personally enjoyed the 
t ime s  o f  wo rs h i p , 

including the variety of 
music selected and the 

s o u n d  B i b l e 
teaching.  Finishing Synod 

with a worship service 
alongside the local 

Emerald community was 
such a fitting end to a 

really positive Synod. 

The bar of expectation is 

now set high!” 
 

P e t e r  M c D o w e l l , 

Barcaldine – “After 41 

years of being a Christian 
and being in various 

churches I was very 
impressed with the 

passion toward Jesus and 
people and to make things 

right.” The greatest gains 
seen by Peter were “a 

realization by people, after 
a lot of mistakes made in 

the past, that we must 
take the bull by the horns 

and fix the problem, 
whatever the cost, so that 

God can move with a clean 

(Continued from page 5) 

vesse l ”  Pe te r  f e l t 

welcomed by everyone. 
 

G r a e m e  L i e r s c h , 

Longreach – “After 
several years of what 

appeared to be dis-
interest, there were an 

overwhelming number of 
clergy standing for 

positions in the church. 
This can only mean one 

thing - the future is 

bright for the diocese.” 
 

Rhylla Webb, Keppel – 

“Travelling to Emerald for 
the Synod validated the 

sense of togetherness and 
i n c r e a s e d  m y 

appreciation of the 
commitment of people 

from distant parishes 
who frequently travel long 

distances for Diocesan 

meetings. 

It was refreshing and 
encouraging meeting the 

new friends with the 
Bishop welcoming the 

new clergy members to 

our diocesan family. 

The business sessions 

based on well-presented 
papers were respectively 

debated and a sense of a 

way forward during 
challenging times was 

evident.  

On the Sunday morning 
the Synod service 

reinforced the positivity of 
the occasion and the 

Synod Reflections continued  

All Saints Clermont 

more than fourteen years, 
much of it during periods 

when the parish was 
“between priests”.  It is 

fair to say that Sandra 
was instrumental in 

keeping the church 
together during these 

times and her departure 
has left a big hole in the 

community. 

H o w e v e r  w e  a r e 

regrouping and many of 
the roles she managed 

are gradually being filled. 
Most importantly Bob 

Polson has accepted the 

post of Priest’s Warden. 

A farewell dinner was 
held for Sandra and John 

at the Red Hide 
Restaurant where we all 

enjoyed an evening of 
r e m i n i s c e s  a n d 

Clermont All Saints is 
currently finding its feet 

following the departure of 
long time warden Sandra 

Strohfeldt from the 
district.  At Easter Sandra 

and her partner John 
moved to a new home at 

Cooloola Cove to be nearer 
both their families. Sandra 

had served as Church 
councillor and Warden for 
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companionship.  During 
the evening they were 

presented with a canvas of 
a local beauty spot, Hoods 

Lagoon.  The Lagoon has 
special significance for 

Sandra as she circuited it 
every morning on her daily 

walk. 

We all wish Sandra and 

John all the very best for 

their new life on the coast. 

hospitality of the St Luke’s 
parishioners was enjoyed 

by all. 

Thank you to team from 

the Diocesan office whose 
preparation enabled the 

efficient running of the 

Synod.   

On reflection my lasting 
impression is one of 

optimism in Christ and I 

thank God for it.” 
 

Anne Nixon, Clermont -   

I like going to Synod 

because: 

• I get up-to-date info re 

Diocesan matters, 

• I can talk with people I 

see only once a year at 

Synod, 

• I renew my awareness of 

what other parishes are 

doing. 
 

Conclusion 

From the Registrar’s 

report: 

“ T h e  p e s s i m i s t 
complains about the 

wind; 

the optimist expects it 

to change;  

the realist adjusts the 
sails.”   

William A Ward. 



Photos from Beef  Week and  Synod  
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At Synod Graeme, Jen and 

Nathan shared some of the 

things which they took 

away from an international 

conference on ministry in 

rural communities. The 

conference reinforced the 

fact that just because our 

churches are small it 

doesn’t necessarily mean 

that we are failing, and 

that God has consistently 

used the small and 

hu m b l e  th ro u g ho u t 

history. However, it was 

clear that there is a great 

need for change. Our 

communities are changing 

and we need to change to 

reach them, particularly 

younger people as we are 

ageing at a faster rate than 

the community.  

How do we overcome this 

problem? How do we as a 

church connect with our 

community? 

The most simple answer is 

that we need to change. 

Not that the message 

needs to change – that is 

timeless truth, but the way 

we do church needs to 

change. Despite the 

general apathy of the 

community to God, there 

is an increasing number of 

people who are seeking 

something spiritual, who 

are seeing some of the 

failings of the secular 

world view and are 

hungering for truth. 

To connect with our 

community, we need to be 

outward focused. We need 

to move away from 

survival mode and being 

focused solely on meeting 

the needs of the church 

community, which as we 

see does not represent 

the demographic range of 

the wider community. 

And this means we need 

to change. 

How do we do church life 

and ministry such that it 

is both faithful to the 

timeless truths of the 

gospel and accessible to 

people of all ages and 

backgrounds? 

We need to look outwards 

and this will mean 

thinking about everything 

we do and assessing 

whether it is helping us 

in our mission and 

changing the things we 

need to change. 

The conference also 

highlighted the fact that 

for fruitful ministry to 

occur, ministry needs to 

be something that 

engages the whole 

congregation. 

The phrase that was used 

by  some  a t  the 

confe rence  was  – 

‘Ministry shouldn’t be left 

to the paid help’. 

And there are lots of 

reasons why that is true. 

Practically, the evidence 

from around the world 

suggests that in places 

w h e r e  t h e  w h o l e 

congregation owns and 

gets behind the ministry 

and mission of the 

church there is real 

growth. But it makes 

sense in more than 

practical ways. We are all 

the body of Christ, his 

Spirit lives in each of us, 

not just those with official 

titles. We each have gifts, 

God hears each of our 

prayers the same. 

Does this mean I am 

saying there is no place 

for clergy? 

Not at all, they are often 

people who God has 

suitably gifted to lead the 

church and have been 

trained in a way that not 

everyone  has  the 

opportunity to be. But we 

are a part of the team, 

not the whole team and 

that is an important 

thing for everyone to 

realise, both lay people 

who might want to defer 

everything to clergy and 

clergy who want to do it 

all themselves. To move 

forward as a team, we 

each need to embrace 

International Rural Churches Assoc. Conference  
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being a part of that team, 

even when that means 

stepping outside our 

comfort zones. 

To do this it is really 

important for us to have a 

plan. It is not enough to 

have our hearts in the 

right place, we need to 

develop a plan and 

strategy to reach our 

communities. One that is 

grounded in God’s vision, 

in Scripture and in 

prayer, but also one that 

we own and look to 

implement. 

This isn’t a quick win, it 

takes time, but if we are 

faithful I believe that we 

will see fruit from our 

ministry. 



Life at St Peter’s is never 
still, something akin to a 

running stream of water.      
The faithful few, the 

Ladies Guild, catered for 
the annual camp draft, 

then followed soon after 
for the annual show.  

Without the ladies 
dedication in supporting 

the finances as they do, 
the parish could not carry 

on.   Thankyou ladies for 
y o u r  r e m a r k a b l e 

dedication and leadership. 

Our patron Saint Peter, 

was celebrated on 24 June 
b e f o r e  a  l a r g e 

congregation.   Led by 
Bishop Alf, the children 

joined in the singing and 
acting of the story of Peter 

being asked “do you love 
me?” All the congregation 

then joined in making the 
theme come through loud 

and clear.   The children 
made paper plate art 

reflecting the theme.  I 
am sure when St Peter 

heard the joyful noise 
from His home in Heaven 

He would have been well 
pleased.   Added to all 

this, a delicious lunch 
was served in the hall.  

Was it any wonder that 
people were reluctant to 

go home? 

When Parish Council was 

held at All Saints 
Rolleston  lots of visitors 

attended and stayed to 
enjoy fellowship and 

lunch. Stories were told 
of interesting events in 

the past.   One man from 
Charleville related his 

involvement with a truck 
blast on the highway near 

Charleville that happened 
a couple of years ago.  He 

had great pictures of the 
aftermath of that blast.  

There were lots of 
miracles in that story.  No 

one was killed in what 
was the biggest blast of 

its type in Australia, 
despite vehicles being 

totally destroyed. The 
blast measured 2.5 on 

the Richter Scale in 
Charleville kilometres 

away.    A partly burnt 
page from the driver’s 

bible was found pinned to 

Springsure Parish 

St Luke’s Wandal 

so busy and distracted in 
planning the day’s 

events, it  was a 
wonderful opportunity to 

reflect and put into words 
on the morning of our 

wedding, the most 
important question and 

reason for the day – why 
we want to marry each 

o t h e r  a n d  t h e 
significance  of God in 

our relationship and 

marriage. 

In a blink of an eye, the 
day had arrived! Father 

Shaji conducted a 

beautiful service full of 
love, joy and peace. 

During the Homily Father 
Shaji reflected on our 

earlier written note, the 
reason why we wanted to 

marry each other – this 
extra touch made the 

service personalised, 
engaging and thoroughly 

e n j o y a b l e  w h i l e 
respecting the sacredness 

of the sacrament of 

marriage.   

We had a wonderful 
celebration filled with so 

much love, laughter and 

happiness!  

Ben and Anna Fleming 

Our Wedding Day  

On the 26 May, 2018 on 

our family property at 
Alton Downs, Ben and I 

were married by Father 
Shaji, from St Luke’s, 

Wandal – and what a 

joyous occasion it was!  

 In the weeks before the 

wedding, we met with 
Father Shaji to plan and 

prepare for this important 
day in our lives.  One 

interesting project we had 
to do was to put into 

words why we wanted to 
marry each other. Being 

Page 11 

Volume 128 No 3 

a nearby tree.   Another 
couple talked of their 

parish in Victoria that is 
closing churches, forcing 

people to travel to larger 

centres. 

With spring approaching 
the annual flower show is 

being organized - a show 
not to be missed.   Bible 

Study continues to be 
hosted at Sharon and 

Leonard’s home; another 

not to be missed event. 

Social Curry Night   

We had another fantastic 

Social Curry night in 
June which was attended 

by a record number of 
people.  116 people came 

for this most popular 
event of the Parish and 

e v e r y o n e  e n j o y e d 
delicious curry and rice 

cooked by Frida Joseph 
and Geetha.  Dr 

Priyantha Thotagamuwa,  
GP from Wandal medical 

centre, spoke on the 
importance of healthy 

eating, nutrition and 
health problems due to 

lack of nutrition.     

Yvonne Llewellyn 



The Wandal Parish took 

advantage of the ABM 

Lenten Studies. We were 

drawn into focussing on 

the United Nations 

Sustainable Development 

Goals. When combined 

with the personal stories 

of people from Sudan, 

Myanmar, Kenya, Gaza, 

and Zambia we are better 

informed on where our 

mission money is going 

and why it is so 

necessary. Our passion 

for mission is re-kindled 

and our prayers are now 

able to  be more 

intentional.  

Hearing the stories of 

people’s transformation 

through partnership with 

ABM was very uplifting. 

North Rockhampton Parish 

to “run a leg” with Her 
Majesty’s Gold Baton.  

There were plenty of well 

wishers to cheer her on.   

 A Welcome BBQ has 
been held for our new 

Assistant Minister and 
his wife, Matt and Cathy 

Taylor, who have joined 
us from their previous 

parish in NSW.  Welcome 

Matt and Cathy. 

In April, the Diocesan 
GFS held a successful 

Devonshire Afternoon 
“Tea for Two” fundraiser, 

the proceeds will go to 
the GFS World project 

“English for Employment 

Prospects” in Sri Lanka.   

‘Lunches for Eight’ was 

held in April.  Volunteer 
parishioners host 8 

people each at their 
homes  for  lunch, 

fellowship and fun.  This 
was instigated last year 

and has proven to be very 
popular.  It gives us a 

chance to catch up with 
people from other 

congregations within the 
parish and is held when 

there is a 5th Sunday in 

the month. 

St Matthew’s Cottages at 
Pa r k  A v e nu e  a r e 

celebrating 50 years of 
independent living in 

2018 and held a 
successful fete in the 

grounds of the Cottages 

complex in early May. 

Many volunteers helped 

with the Anglican 
church’s stall, Believe-a-

bull, at Beef Week in May 
as part of the church’s 

outreach. Goodie bags 

In the lead up to Easter, 
the GFS group worked on 

a program to learn about 
the journey of Jesus from 

Palm Sunday through to 
his crucifixion and rising 

from the dead.  As part of 
the program they built a 

large diorama showing 
this journey which was 

displayed in church 

during Holy Week.  

The Maundy Thursday 

Passover Meal service and 
dinner that followed was 

well attended as was the 
moving Good Friday 

Service and Easter 

Sunday services. 

When the Commonwealth 
Games Baton Relay came 

through Rockhampton in 
March, Di Wode, a 

parishioner, was Anglicare 
CQ’s Nominated Volunteer 
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were handed out as well as 
friendly conversation and 

information, together with 
balloon animals for the 

children. 

The Caritas group has 
held a Cuppa for Cancer 

evening, the proceeds of 
which has been donated to 

the local Cancer Council. 

Once again, our annual 
Parish fete is approaching 

on Saturday August 4 and 
many preparations are 

being made for another 
successful fete.  Come 

along and enjoy the many 
tasty wares and the 

entertainment as well as 

the wonderful fellowship. 

During the recent school 

holidays, our youth group, 
YETIs, met with Matt for a 

few hours to “hang out for 
the holidays”. They 

watched a movie, played 
some games and enjoyed 

some food and fellowship. 

It has been a very busy 

time as we support each 
other and the community 

in which we live. 

Carol Morris 

 

This was an enriching and 

informative study. 

For more information on 

ABM why not visit their 

web site 

www.abmission.org 



No doubt everyone is 

familiar with the anecdote 

about the duck swimming 

upstream in a fast-flowing 

creek. On the surface it 

looks as though there is 

little effort being expended 

and consequently little 

progress, but in fact there 

is a lot of hard work going 

on below. 

That is the reality of the 

Cathedral project. 

There is still a lot of 

paddling to do but we 

have reached the point 

where the way forward is 

becoming clear, so an 

update report can be given 

with a fair degree of 

assurance. 

Our engineers, McMurtrie 

Consulting Engineers, 

have almost completed the 

design phase. The plans 

and  d raw ings  a r e 

currently being peer 

r e v i e w e d  b y  a n 

independent engineer with 

a long history of working 

with heritage listed 

sandstone buildings. 

The plan is to erect four 

external props to support 

the front wall and also 

spec ial ly fabricated 

brackets to support the 

purlins where they abutt 

the sandstone on the 

inside of the building. It 

is expected that piers 

with a diameter of 

600mm and a depth of 

up to 10 metres will have 

to be established and the 

props will be affixed to 

those piers. Specialist 

boring machinery will be 

required to bore the pier 

holes and great care will 

be required to ensure 

that this work doesn’t 

exacerbate the ground 

movement that created 

the problem in the first 

place. 

Russell Girle, heritage 

architect with Thomson 

Adsett Architects, has 

p r e p a r e d  c o n c e p t 

drawings to create 

visually appealing safety 

structures that will fix to 

the props. Russell’s 

drawing of the proposed 

work was enthusiastically 

endorsed at a recent 

meeting. 

Russell has also briefed 

o f f i c e rs  f rom the 

D e p a r t m e n t  o f 

E n v i r o n m e n t  a n d 

Heri tage with the 

proposals. It is expected 

that EHP will endorse the 

plans once they have 

been finalised. 

When will all this work be 

completed? We cannot 

give a reliable estimate at 

this stage. There is still a 

lot of furious paddling 

required! 

However, the issue that 

will delay the work is 

most likely to be the need 

to raise the funds to pay 

Cathedral News  

KYB (Know Your Bible)  

as they too were doing 

the same study and when 

I got home I was able to 

fit back in with my usual 

group. This to me is a 

real plus for doing KYB” 

said Sue. 

Preparing for the trip and 

her duties as a KYB 

Administrator Sue found 

the need to have her eye 

on the days ahead whilst 

living in the present. As 

she looked ahead at this 

term’s study of 3 Minor 

Prophets, she could really 

identify with them. “Yes 

they were living in their 

times but also had an eye 

for the times ahead.” 

Nahum portrays the 

downfall of Nineveh and 

Assyria. He also portrays 

how God will confront 

and bring down all 

violent human empires. 

Habakkuk struggles to 

u n d e r s t a n d  G o d ' s 

goodness in the midst of 

evil and the injustice in 

the world  

About a month ago Bob 

and Sue Witten did one of 

their bucket list trips to 

the “Top End”. They were 

able to mix BCA (Bush 

Church Aid) nomading 

with tourist stuff and KYB 

activities. 

They were able to meetup 

with KYB groups in 

Darwin and Katherine.  

“It was wonderful to join 

the different groups. The 

biggest blessing was to be 

able to continue on with 

my study of 2 Corinthians 
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Zephaniah announces 

God's purifying judgment 

on Israel which will 

remove evil and open up a 

new future where all 

people can flourish in 

peace.  

Does this sound relevant 

for the world today?  

Find out more and join a 

local KYB group in your 

area.  

For details contact Sue 

Witten 0447 829 594 

for it. How much will the 

project cost? It is too early 

to say but it will not be 

cheap. 

We hope to be able to give 

more definite advice 

within a couple of 

months. 

The important thing is 

that it is expected that the 

Cathedral will be available 

for full use after the work 

has been completed. 



wondered. He answered, 
You didn't ask," I wanted 

to see joy and beauty, but 
the day toiled on, gray 

and bleak. I wondered 
why God didn't show me. 

He said, "But you didn't 
seek. I tried to come into 

God's presence. I used all 

I got up early one 
morning and rushed right 

into the day. I had so 
much to accomplish that 

I didn't have time to pray. 
Problems just tumbled 

about me, and heavier 
came each task. "Why 

doesn't God help me?" I 

my keys at the lock. God 
gently and lovingly chided, 

"My child, you didn't 
knock." I woke up early 

this morning and paused 
before enter the day. I had 

so much to accomplish 
that had to take time to 

pray.  Author: Unknown 

The difference 

This June, Anglicare 
Central Queensland is 

proud to celebrate the 
achievements of staff 

member, Val Radloff who 
has been an integral part 

of the team for 20 years.  

Val commenced her role 

back in 1998 and 
currently works as a 

Tenancy Management 
Officer in the Housing 

team.  

After years of working in 
various private sector roles 

in real estate, project 
development and property 

management, including 

two years of running her 
own real estate business, 

Val thankfully decided to 
join the Anglicare family, 

quickly demonstrating her 
compassion and values 

and becoming a valuable 

team member.  

Val grew up in Melbourne 

a n d  g r a c e d  o u r 
Queensland waters when 

she was just 19. She spent 
many years in Brisbane 

b e f o r e  m o v i n g  t o 
Rockhampton where she 

spent another four years. 
Finally, she chose the 

gateway to the Southern 
Great Barrier Reef to 

anchor and the Gladstone 
region is where she now 

calls home.  

Val reflects on her reasons 

for coming to work each 
day and shares that it is 

her ongoing passion for 
housing and housing 

related issues.  

“To see the joy and 

happiness on people’s 
faces when they are 

handed keys  and 
provided with a roof over 

their heads continues to 
be the most rewarding 

part of my role,” said Val.  

Val believes that her 

a d a p t a b i l i t y  a n d 
continual acceptance of 

change remains her key 
strength in the role and 

although there have been 
m a n y  n o t a b l e 

achievements over her 
two  decades  wi th 

Anglicare, her highlight 
has been the ability to 

assist thousands of 
individuals and families 

into housing.  

In 20 years, Val has seen 

many changes within our 
evolving organisation. 

The stand out has been 

the restructure/s and 
changes in managers and 

management. Val has 
also witnessed the 

successful growth in 
service delivery across 

the region and hopes to 
see this growth continue 

into the future.  

Tenancy Management 

Coordinator, Michelle 
Webb has a great 

appreciation for the work 
Val has put into 

Anglicare and her role 

over her years.  

“Val’s insight to our 

housing program and her 

knowledge and efficiency 
are second to none,” said 

Michelle.  

“Her long standing 
service to our tenants, 

the community and 
Anglicare organisation-

Two home runs for Val  
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wide are a credit to her 
and the effort she has put 

in.” 

Whilst Val doesn’t see 

h e r s e l f  w i t h  t h e 
organisation for another 

20 years, she remains 
focussed and passionate 

about achieving positive 
housing outcomes for 

those in need in our 

community.  

“I am proud to work for an 
organisation that is 

committed to working with 
people to live their best 

life.” 

On behalf of the entire 

A n g l i c a r e  C e n t r a l 
Queensland team, we 

extend our congratulations 
to Val for this milestone 

achievement and thank 
you for your loyalty and 

dedication.   



“The God Who Speaks 
Life: A Short Introduction 

to the Christian Faith”, by 
A n d r e w  E r r i n g t o n .  

Mountain Street Media: 

Sydney, 2017.  81pp. 

Giving an account of the 
Christian faith in the 21st 

Century is not an easy 
task.  Much of the broader 

cultural knowledge of 
Scripture and Jesus that 

could have been assumed 
in decades past has now 

grown much weaker.  For 
those of us who desire to 

share the message of 
C h r i s t  w i t h  o u r 

neighbours or those who 
visit our churches seeking 

to know more about the 
life of faith it may be 

difficult to know where to 
start the conversation or 

how to guide discussion 
t h r o u g h  a l l  t h e 

fundamental points.  “The 
God Who Speaks Life” 

comes as a welcome 
resource to strengthen our 

churches in this area as 
well as being an aid to 

more mature believers. 

Dr Andrew Errington 

recently completed his 
doctoral study at the 

University of Aberdeen 
and as of 2018 has taken 

up a teaching post at St 
M a r k ’ s  N a t i o n a l 

Theological Centre in 
Canberra.  He has 

previously published a 
short work on the 

reliability of the gospels 
and  has  be e n  a 

contributor to the ABC 
Religion and Ethics 

website.  His work overall 
centres on a concern for 

e n c o u r a g i n g  a n d 
strengthening Christian 

faith within contemporary 
culture, and his new work 

continues this pattern. 

“The God Who Speaks 

Life” is refreshing in that 
Errington has chosen to 

deal with the person and 
attributes of God (as 

creator, judge, saviour, 
life-giver, and Trinity) in 

t he  o d d -nu m be re d 
chapters while presenting 

the logical consequences 
(creation, sin, salvation 

by grace, the church, and 
mission) in the even-

numbered chapters.  
Each chapter contains 

several passages of 
S c r i p t u r e  ( f u l l y 

reproduced so that even 
those without a Bible 

handy can easily follow) 
through which Errington 

explains the topic at 
hand in relation to the 

broader story of the Bible.  
This is a work of biblical 

theology with God as the 
main character rather 

than an academic sketch 
of an “out there” deity.  

The result is that the 
reader is drawn not only 

to know more about 
God’s plan of redemption 

through Jesus but also 
how humanity should 

respond in faith to this 
great story.  Reflections 

on how foundational 
parts of church life such 

as the Lord’s Prayer and 
Apostles Creed apply to 

this response are also 
very helpful features of 

the book. 

The structure is not 

without a few (minor) 
issues.  Some of the 

material in God the 
Judge (chapter 3) 

presumes at least some 
knowledge of the issues 

of Sin and Evil (chapter 
4).  This results both in 

putting the solution 
before the problem and 

making God’s role as 
j u d g e  a p p e a r 

foundational to his pre-
Fall identity.  The chapter 

may have fit better into 
the overall flow if it had 

focused on something 

like “God the Good/Just/
Righteous”.  Additionally, 

the section on God the 
Saviour (chapter 5) runs 

significantly longer with 
more texts of Scripture 

and optional questions 
than other chapters.  

T h i s  i s  p e r h a p s 
understandable, but it 

would mean that to cover 
a l l  t h e  m a t e r i a l 

adequately during a 
regular catechesis class, 

for example, would be 
extraordinarily difficult.  

When put next to a 
couple of very short 

chapters towards the end 
of the book it does mean 

that the book feels a little 

uneven in patches. 

The style of the book is 
serious rather than 

conversational.  Unlike 
the works of Max Lucado 

(or even John Piper), this 
is probably not a book 

that a new believer or 
seekers would find easy 

to read and reflect 

Book review - The God who speaks Life 

Page 15 

The Gazette 

through on their own.  
However, it is a resource 

very well suited to a 
catechesis class, as a 

series of studies for one-
on-one discipleship or a 

Bible study group, or as a 
series  o f  personal 

devotions for someone 
more mature in faith who 

is seeking to “get back to 
basics”.  “The God Who 

Speaks Life” should 
deservedly have a place 

on the Resources shelf of 

many of our parishes.   
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North Rockhampton to 
the role of Deacon 

Assistant in April 2018. 
This position has a 

‘Families, Children and 

Youth Ministry’ focus  

After meeting Cathy at 
church, they were 

marr ied  in  1995. 
Together they moved to 

England where they were 
able to travel and realised 

that there were many 
places in the world where 

the bible was not taught 
well or even at all. “A 

heart for mission was 

growing within us”. 

Matt studied Theology at 
Moore College before he 

and Cathy were accepted 
and trained by CMS. 

They then spent some 
time in Thailand. Not 

long after their return to 
Australia Matt began 

working as Assistant 
Minister in the Parish of 

Sutton Forest in 2011. 
Cathy began lecturing at 

“For twenty years of my life 
I knew nothing about God. 

I came from a home like so 
many people of my age 

where my parents were 
divorced. That made me 

angry with the world, 
lonely and at times 

depressed. I wanted a 
meaning and purpose in 

life, and I went searching 
for it. I searched for it in 

many places without 

finding it. 

One day I picked up my 
Grandmother’s bible and 

started to read it. Starting 
from the gospel of Matthew 

I couldn’t put it down. I 
was learning for the first 

time about a God who 
created me and loves me, 

and how Jesus gave his 
life for me. All of a sudden, 

this crazy world made 
sense and I gave my life to 

Jesus.” 

The Reverend Matthew 

R o g e r  T a y l o r  w a s 
welcomed by the Parish of 

Mary Andrews College in 
Sydney, where she is  

currently the Academic 
De an .  M a t t  w as 

o r da i ne d  t o  t he 

Diaconate in 2015. 

“After 7 years in Exeter, 
God made it clear it was 

time for us to move, so 
we knocked on some 

doors to see which ones 
he would open.”  BCA 

put them in touch with 
the Diocese here and the 

path was set. 

“We certainly hit the 
ground running, arriving 

just in time for Beef 

Week, but are very 
pleased that we did, as it 

was a great time not just 
to talk to many of the 

locals, but also to get to 
meet so many ministry-

minded people who were 
there helping out.” What 

a welcome! 

Bishop David will ordain 
Matt to the Priesthood on 

30 November 2018.  

Introducing Rev Matt Taylor 
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With regards to their 
future in Rockhampton 

Matt says he is especially 
looking forward to growing 

together with the people 
here and reaching out to 

our young people. 

Matt and Cathy Taylor 

Gladstone Food Centre  

The Gladstone Anglican 
Church is helping people 

who are burdened by their 
circumstances in life and 

in doing this, the people 
who come to us are never 

judged. 

There is a Scripture in the 

Bible that supports this 
selfless attitude, Galatians 

6:2 says, ‘Bear one 
another’s burdens and in 

this way you are fulfilling 

the law of Christ’. 

People all over our 

community are suffering at 
the moment and some are 

not able to put sufficient 

food on their tables, even 

working families. 

The Anglican Parish of 

Gladstone, together with 
A n g l i c a r e ,  o t h e r 

supporters from within our 
Church Community and 

business partners opened 
a food distribution 

service in Tank Street on 
Wednesday 25 July, in 

order to better serve 
those that are finding 

things a little bit hard at 

the moment. 

Food supplies will be 
provided by sourcing 

excess, surplus or very 
low cost grocery items 

through Foodbank and 
SecondBite programs, 

which is an extension of 
the services that are 

being provided through 
the Anglican Church at 

various locations around 

the Gladstone Region.  

Father Daniel would like 
people to know that if 

things are hard and they 
could use a little bit of 

help, from Wednesday 25 

July the Gladstone Food 
Centre will be open and 

anybody in need will be 
able to purchase some 

low cost staple grocery 
items. Free fresh fruit, 

vegetables, bread etc. 
will be offered whenever 

they have supplies 

available. 

The Gladstone Food 
Centre will be open 

Monday 9.30am - 
1 . 3 0 p m ,  c l o s e d 

Tuesday, Wednesday to 
Friday 9.30 am - 

1.30pm.  

Customers will need to 

provide their own bags. 
For a short while the 

Centre will only be able 
to accept cash or 

vouchers however an 
eftpos facility will be 

online within a month of 

opening. 

Supplies are limited but 

organisers will do their 
best to meet the growing 

need in the Gladstone 
Region to help to lift some 

of burden off of those who 
are facing difficult times or 

circumstances. 

F inal ly ,  jus t  be ing 

available to give a helping 
hand to whoever has a 

need by providing access 
to some low cost or free 

groceries and by involving 
as many members of the 

community, and our 
congregation, in delivering 

these services, helps us all 
to stay grounded and to be 

grateful for the part we get 
to play in bringing some 

light into the lives of some 
of the struggling people of 

Gladstone. 


