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SYNOD 2015 

Each year the meeting of Synod brings the 

anticipation of renewing and making acquaintances 

while pondering the challenges the Lord has for the 

year ahead. This year’s Synod did not disappoint. It was 

very much a balance of the new and the old, challenge 

and affirmation.  
This was the first Synod led by Bishop David. The 

streamlined agenda, enabling the early conclusion of 

Synod after the Eucharist on Sunday morning, was 

welcomed. 

The service of Evensong with its beautiful music was 

uplifting. The Bishop’s Presidential Address was 

affirming and challenging, recognising the solid and 

varied ministry foundations within the Diocese while 
realistically setting the direction for future growth. 

       (cont pg 12) 
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THE BISHOP’S MUSINGS 

Dear Friends, 

The Challenge of Transition 
The Anglican Church of Australia is in a time of transition. Last year 

the Viability and Structures Task Force opened its report to General 

Synod with the words ‘The Anglican Church of Australia is at a 
crossroad. For over 30 years it has been slowly declining and the time 
has come for a revolution if it is to be a strong and sustainable church for 
the future.’ These are strong words pointing to an urgent need for 

change.  
In this Diocese we too are faced with a number of challenges if we are 

to remain a strong and sustainable church in Central Queensland. We 

too are in transition as we seek to discover God’s next stage in our 

journey together.  

For Jan and I there are the transitions to being in a new place and of 
constant travel, most weekends see us on the road visiting different 

parts of the Diocese. This has been a good experience giving us the 

opportunity to experience the warmth and hospitality of the many 

parishes in the Diocese, to hear stories of hardship and of hope, and to 

worship and pray together. It has helped us to see the diversity that exists across the Diocese and the 

willingness of so many people to try new things – to enter into transitions that will help bring people to 
Jesus. 

The Bible tells us that faith in God is filled with transitions. Abram leaves his father’s home to travel to a 

new and unknown destination. The Israelites leave Egypt for the land of promise. The story of salvation, of 

the fall in the Garden of Eden, of the forgiveness made possible in Jesus’ death, of new life promised to all 

who repent and believe, a life empowered by God’s Holy Spirit, is the ultimate story of transition. 
While all of us are familiar with the idea of transition and a new beginning – starting school, commencing 

work, meeting that special someone, the birth of a child or grandchild, moving home, retirement, illness, the 

death of a loved one – we know times like these are difficult. All transitions present their challenges. As 

Jesus reminds us, in Mark 2:22, ‘no one pours new wine into old wineskins, otherwise, the wine will burst 

the skins, and both the wine and the wineskins will be ruined’. Transitions are a bit like putting new wine 

into old skins, they are tricky, they can burst and make a mess. Transitions need new wineskins – a 
revolution perhaps – and so they come with a mix of fear and excitement, pain and joy.  

As God’s people we, like all those who have gone before, are called to transition – to new beginnings – to 

change. Many people are already experimenting with new ideas – Mainly Music, Messy Church to name but 

two. Some people will be concerned about the change – some will want to hold on to the old wineskins that 

are familiar and comfortable, some will embrace the new skins and wonder why they didn’t try this years 
ago. When I think about myself and my role I wonder – am I an old or new wineskin, am I willing to change 

myself in order to better serve God or would I rather keep things the way they’ve always been?  

As Christians I think we face this challenge in a number of ways – as individuals, as parishes and as a 

Diocese – will we be old or new wineskins? My prayer is that we will be open to the transitions that God lays 

before us, open to new ways of being Christ’s presence in the world around, open to the Spirit of God who 

calls, guides, strengthens and sustains us. 
    With every blessing 

       + 

April-June 2015 
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VICKI JEAN HANCOCK 
I was brought up as a Presbyterian and attended my 

local primary and high school. During my high school 

years I walked away from God and the Church. 

I commenced TAFE learning shorthand, typing and 

among other subjects, deportment, to be trained as a 

secretary, then securing an office position.  

When I was 17, I made a decision to follow Christ. I 
had met Tony at a Youth for Christ rally, which was an 

interdenominational organisation. We married at St 

Peter’s Anglican 

Church, 

Goonellabah, 

Lismore in 

1983 and 

produced three 

children -

Benjamin, Amie 

and Sara. I was 

confirmed at 

the Kooringal 

Anglican 
Parish. 

We made 

our Cursillo’s in 

1992. I started 

work for the 

Anglican Parish 

of Wagga 

Wagga as a 

Clerical 

Assistant in 

2004 and went 

on to become the Parish Administrator and Lay 

Minister. This position enabled me to use my skills, be 

passionate about helping people and to learn more 
about God. My Rector, who later became Bishop John 

Stead, told me on my first day that this was not just a 

job but a ministry. 

I commenced an Education for Ministry course in 

2005 which I found fulfilling, completing the course in 

2008 and went on to do training to become a Mentor.  

In 2009 I first felt God’s calling me into a more 

formal ministry, therefore I commenced a Certificate of 

Theology in 2010 followed by a Bachelor of Theology and 

successfully completed eight subjects. I entered the 

discernment program in the Diocese of Canberra and 

Goulburn in 2010 with the hope of being ordained. I 

anticipate completing the Advanced Diploma in 

Christian Ministry and Theology this year and continue 
my study to achieve my Bachelor of Theology. 

On 15 March 2015, Tony and I moved to Gladstone 

and we feel very blessed to be here. Though Tony has 

gained employment we continue to pray for him to 

pursue his career in being a Trainer. After a journey of 

six years, Bishop David ordained me as a Deacon on 

May 6 2015, at St Saviour’s Anglican Church Gladstone. 

We are constantly amazed and thankful for how God 

continues to meet our every need and look forward to 

our journey ahead in the Anglican Diocese of 

Rockhampton.  

     The Revd Vicki Hancock 

A PROMOTION FIRST 
On May 27, The Revd Canon Mike Donaldson, Rector 

of Keppel Parish, received his promotion to Wing 

Commander at a meeting of the Senior Leadership 

Group of RAAF Chaplaincy in Canberra. 

Mike’s promotion is the first time a reservist has 

been promoted to Wing Commander from within the 

Reserve. Mike has been a Chaplain in the Specialist 
Reserve of the Air Force for just on 26 years. During 

that time he has done two major tours of duty on active 

service in the Middle East, the last was to Afghanistan 

in 2009.  

With promotion comes a new role, Mike will have 

oversight of the Chaplaincy Recruiting process across 

Australia to ensure those who are enlisting as Chaplains 

have a smoother path through the system. There are 31 

full time and 38 part time Chaplains across the RAAF 

and there is a constant need to seek out men and 

women for this important ministry to the men and 

women of the Defence Force.  

Keppel Parish has been very supportive of Mike’s 

work in RAAF and has seen ministry benefits flow back 

into the life of the Church from his Air Force work. The 

local RSL values having a local clergy who is “one of 

them” and so calls on Mike for various commemorative 

events. 

Any one interested in more information about the 

work of Chaplains can contact Mike directly on 

0439 391 226 or look on the web at  

http://www.defencejobs.gov.au/airforce/jobs/Chaplain/ 

CHURCH HUMOUR 
A father was in church with his three young 

children. As was customary, he sat in the very front 

row so that the children could properly witness the 
service. 

During one particular service, the minister was 

performing the baptism of a tiny infant. 

One of the man's children, his little-five-year old 

daughter, was taken by this, observing that he was 

saying something and pouring water over the infant's 

head. 

With a quizzical look on her face, the little girl 

turned to her father and asked: "Daddy, why is he 

brainwashing that baby??" 
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BUILDING PROGRESS FOR ST JAMES 
THE FISHERMAN AT YEPPOON 

Seven months have now passed since work began on 

constructing the new centre for Anglican worship and 

ministry in Yeppoon at Housden Place. This building 

will be dedicated as the church of St James the 

Fisherman in November this year. 
In recent months the building has risen to its full 

height and is now a common talking point around town 

as it commands an eye catching position atop the 

ridgeline at Lammermoor. Those travelling towards 

Yeppoon from the boat harbour on the Scenic Highway 

cannot help noticing this impressive building with its 

large cross proclaiming the presence on Christ in the 

community.  

This was one of the aims for the congregation, it 

wanted to make sure the community knew that the 

Christian faith is actively present in a visible way in the 

community. 

The size of the building is a statement about our 

plans and intentions for the next 100 years. We know 

the town will grow and we need to ensure the Church of 

tomorrow has what it needs to minister effectively to the 

community over that time. 
Due to careful strategic financial planning, the full 

cost of the building will involve no fundraising on the 

part of the congregation. This was done to ensure the 

focus of parish life is on the continuing ministry of 

Jesus Christ that we are given in our Baptism.  

The Parish has established a commercial stream of 

income that will, along with income from the Foxwell 

Trust, service the full cost of a 1.7 million dollar loan 

that the Parish is taking responsibility for. 

The Parish looks forward to welcoming people from 

across the Diocese and further afield to its opening and 

dedication in mid November. 

DATE CLAIMER - DEDICATION SERVICE 
Saturday November 14 at 2pm  

St James The Fisherman, Keppel Parish 

18 Houseden Place, Lammermoor 

MUSGRAVE STREET DEVELOPMENT 
The Diocese is about to embark on a significant 

development in Musgrave Street, building a new office 

complex alongside the existing Anglicare building. The 

Diocese and Anglicare have agreed to a long term lease 

of the new premises which we hope will be opened early 

in 2016.  This construction of this new office comes at a 
time when Anglicare is going through considerable 

expansion and restructuring of its services. The new 

building will bring most, if not all, of the Anglicare 

services under one roof, resulting in better outcomes for 

Anglicare clients and staff.  

Artist’s impression of redevelopment 

A NEW MINISTRY 
Becoming the Training Officer for the Diocese is a 

great joy for me. After 38 years of preparing young 

people for life ahead through teaching or being a school 

chaplain, I am looking forward to something new. I am 

excited to be working alongside different people in 

Central Queensland to encourage and equip the church 
for ministry and mission in any way possible.  

Initially, a big part of my role will be setting up and 

running the Safe Ministry Program. This training covers 

new Child Protection guidelines and much more – for 

example, it includes such items as safe recruitment of 

church workers, safe environments, etc. The first three 

training days will be held in July - at Keppel Parish on 

July 24, Wandal Parish on July 25 and in Biloela on 

Monday, July 27. If you would like to register for any of 

these training opportunities, please either contact me or 

contact the relevant parish office.  

The other part of my role is to support parishes in 

their ministry and mission to their community. In this 

area, I will look to parishes to let me know what they 
need. Perhaps it is training for people in how to lead 

Bible study groups or how to orient new members of 

Parish Council. Maybe your parish would like to run an 

Alpha course, or outreach to the community by 

providing marriage or parenting courses. Perhaps we 

could look together at new ideas for connecting the 

church to your community and make some plans for 

the future.  I am available to provide resources and help 

in any area you may need it. Having worked in several 

different parishes and churches for about 30 years now, 

I have experience in running courses and nurturing 

churches. But you are the experts in your communities. 

My hope and prayer is that we can learn together how 

to best equip others for the future, to the Glory of God.  
Let us consider how we may spur one another on 

toward love and good deeds…let us encourage one 

another. (Hebrews 10: 24, 25) 

Please contact me at jan@anglicanrock.org.au 
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THE SEE ENDOWMENT FUND 
When the Diocese of Rockhampton was excised from 

the Diocese of Brisbane and established in 1892 it was 

hoped that a See Endowment Fund would be fully 

subscribed. Such a fund was put in place to make sure 

that the cost of having a Bishop of Rockhampton 

Diocese would be assured and not require support from 

the Diocesan budget. Unfortunately the fund was never 

fully established and the Diocese has had to live with 

that for the last 123 years. The fund however still exists, 

and income that is earned from capital invested 

becomes part of the annual budget for the Bishopric. 

The Diocese would be greatly assisted if, over 123 years 

later, the fund received new gifts and bequests from 

benefactors. Gifts can be made to the Diocese of 

Rockhampton, PO Box 710, Rockhampton QLD 4700 
and bequests should be worded: “I bequeath to the 

Corporation of the Synod of the Diocese of Rockhampton 
for the purpose of the See Endowment Fund.” 

THE ROYAL VISIT WINDOW IN THE 
CATHEDRAL 

In 1954, on the first visit of a reigning monarch to 

Australia, the Queen made a flood delayed visit to 

Rockhampton as part of her Queensland itinerary. 

Subsequently a large stained glass window was 

placed at the northern end of the southern aisle to 
commemorate 

her presence 

in the 

Cathedral and 

her visit to the 

city. The 

window 

contains a 

great deal of 

symbolism, 

some of it 

quite 

complicated. 

The window 
was recently 

restored after 

suffering 

damage, in 

spite of having 

protective 

covering, from 

vandals. The 

new covering 

is said to be 

vandal proof. 

Centrally it 

features a 

depiction of 
our Lord  

giving the 

command to 

St Peter to 

“feed my lambs, feed my sheep” John 21: 15-17. At the 

top of the window is the personal version of the Royal 

Coat of Arms, which cannot usually be displayed in a 

Church other than Anglican and without explicit royal 

permission. This demonstrates loyalty to the Crown. 

(Will it be erased when the Republic happens?) 

The mottos displayed are those of British monarchs, 
Dieu et mon droit (God and my right) and of the Order of 

the Garter Honi soit que mal y pense (shame upon him 

who thinks evil of it). 
The borders of the window are composed of the 

Queen’s initials R E (Elizabeth Regina) and the white 

roses of the house of York and the fleur de lis of France, 

indicating her ancestry. The symbols of monarchy, given 

at the coronation, are also displayed. At the top of the 

panel are shown the crown, the orb, the sceptre and the 

sword of state. At the lower panel are the ampulla (the 

golden eagle which holds the holy oils with which the 

monarch is anointed by the Archbishop) with the spoon 

for pouring the oil, the golden spurs and the (episcopal?) 

ring, kissed by the Peers of the realm as a sign of fealty. 

THE CATHEDRAL HALL OPENED 
On Sunday April 12 parishioners of the Cathedral 

Parish celebrated the completion of their new hall with a 

sit down luncheon in the hall. During the celebration 

Bishop David was invited to bless and name the hall 

after Bishop Nathanial Dawes, the first Bishop of our 

Diocese. 
The idea to convert the old stage area of the original 

hall was first raised at a Parish Council Meeting 

approximately two years ago. It was felt that a 

weatherproof area was needed for meetings and 

somewhere to gather during bad weather. 

After much planning and eventual approval by 

Environment and Heritage Department, work 

commenced with the construction of a wall where the 

old curtain once hung in the original hall. Following this 

the stage floor was totally removed and a new floor 

installed at the same level as the kitchen and entrance 

hallway.  The area was then fully painted in a heritage 

colour, and new ceiling fans and fluorescent lighting 

installed. Finally carpet was laid throughout the hall 
and entrance except for a vinyl wet area at the kitchen 

end of the hall. 

The new 

hall will seat 

approximately 

70 to 75 

people dining 

at tables, and 

110 seated 

theatre style. It 

is a great new 

asset for the 

Cathedral 

precinct and 
was completed 

free of debt. 

A very big thankyou must go to the building 

contractor John Ude, our consultant Des Horton (both 

Cathedral parishioners) and our construction manager 

Dean Lindsay who all put in many hours of unpaid 

work.    Lewis Dunne (Peoples Warden) 
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KEPPEL 
An informative and spiritually led Alpha programme 

came to an end on a high note with the celebration 
dinner held in April at St James’ hall. Guests enjoyed a 

delicious meal and an inspired talk by Mrs Betty 

McLucas recapping her thoughts on the Alpha 

course. Many thanks to the co-ordinator The Revd 

Phillip Ward and his dedicated team. Guests were 

appreciative of the their time together and the positive 

topics discussed. An early start for Market Day at St 

James’ in May brought out willing customers to snap up 

bargains from the cake, produce and plant stalls as well 

as the white elephant and book stalls. Many stopped by 

for a breakfast sausage sizzle or Devonshire morning 

tea. The perfect autumn weather made for an enjoyable 

and financially successful community event.  

There was great excitement recently as the roof went 

on the new church, which is to be named St James’ the 

Fisherman. As the cross was fixed into place, the 
church, overlooking Keppel Bay, has become a 

landmark as it is clearly visible from many aspects of 

Yeppoon, from the land and from the sea. The Yeppoon 

community has noticed the building rising up from the 

site just as the St James’ congregation has been 

eagerly following each stage of the construction. The 

building committee is currently making momentous 

decisions with the builders to bring the church to 

completion by the Dedication Service date of November 

14 2015. It is hoped that many past and present friends 

of the Keppel Parish church will be able to attend the 

dedication service. 

      Marzley Baldwin 

ST MARK’S LANARCH ST (CATHEDRAL) 

A number of very faithful parishioners at St Mark’s, 

Larnach Street, Rockhampton are now housebound and 

unable to attend services at St Mark’s.  

Recently the small congregation visited the home of 

Lyndal Backhouse for the Sunday Eucharist which was 

celebrated by Father Gribble.   

     Canon Val Gribble 

GLADSTONE 
The Anglican Parish of Gladstone has five centres; 

the churches at Calliope, Ubobo and Mt Larcom service 

the outlying areas of the parish, whilst St Peter’s and St 

Saviour’s exist in the suburbs and heart of the City.  

The Revd Daniel Paulraj, our Rector, has a heart for 

outreach and mission and he prayerfully leads us into 

this in the Gladstone community.   

We currently do School Breakfasts at four schools - 

Gladstone Central School, Mt Larcom School, Clinton 

School and Calliope. This ministry is so important 

because apart from being able to bless the children by 

serving them, the volunteer teams get to pray for the 

children, the teachers and the parents before their day 
begins.   

We have held Curry nights at St Saviour’s, Calliope 

and Nagoorin over the last month and this raised money 

for Ray’s Soup Kitchen and the Men’s Shelter.  These 

are fun nights with Fr Daniel’s great curry and the 

community, along with our parishioners, thoroughly 

enjoy themselves.   

On the first Sunday of the 

month we join with the 

Korean church, who come 

along and provide wonderful 

worship, a message from 

Pastor Joseph and lots of 
fellowship over both Korean 

and Australian food.  Tony 

and I feel very blessed to be 

involved in such an active 

Parish and a great 

community. 

The Revd Vicki Hancock 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

 

Left: The new St James’ 
Church as seen from 
Oleander Avenue 

AROUND THE DIOCESE 
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AROUND THE DIOCESE 
MOURA (DAWSON VALLEY) 

Claudia 

Stephenson 
and Jenny 

Newton 

organised the 

combined 

churches 

family service 

at St David's 

Moura in May. 

The Pentecost 

theme of the 

coming of the 

Holy Spirit, was 

emphasised in 

the colours of 
the prayer 

balloons, 

flames and scarves which the children used as they 

moved in time to the music of the songs “Wind, Wind 

Blow on Me” and “All over the World the Spirit is 

Moving.”     Claudia Stephenson  

CLERMONT 
On March 31, it was our turn to hold the Ecumenical 

Service which was well attended. A shared morning tea 

held in the Hall afterwards was deafening to the ears 

with all the chatter. For some years now on Good Friday 
a combined Church walk is held. This is always a looked 

forward to and well attended Easter occasion. The 

service starts 3pm at the Anglican Church, procession 

behind the cross follows onto the Uniting Church, 

concluding at the Catholic Church. The cross is carried 

from each Church by the men present. A great spiritual 

afternoon. Thanks to The Revd Honorio for our Saturday 

night Easter Eucharist. Our yearly Car Boot Sale was 

held in June. We sell donated items in the Hall which is 

always overflowing (and yes cars are outside!) One 

highlight of the day is our sausage sizzle breakfast and 

scones jam and cream morning tea. We look forward to 

the Bishop’s visit in July, eager parishioners are waiting 

to meet and greet. 

      Sandra Strohfeldt  

GRACEMERE 
Easter was once again a delightful but also busy time 

in our little parish. After the annual Palm Sunday walk 

through the streets of Gracemere, which was followed by 

a service in the park, one of the many highlights of the 

Holy Week was the well-attended Seder Meal and Foot 

Washing Service on Maundy Thursday. After a reflective 

service on Good Friday and the Easter Day celebrations, 

the Lenten Bible Studies were wrapped up on Easter 

Monday with a combined session for both groups, 

focusing on “how to live the resurrected life”. 
Later in April the invitation to a “Luncheon for those 

who eat alone” attracted a great response within the 

Gracemere community. Although the weather on the day 

was less than average, stormy and very wet, we were 

surprised by the number of people who wouldn’t let the 

bad weather stop them from enjoying a delicious meal 

and great company. A competition, some story-telling 

and our lovely guest speakers from “Rockhampton 60 & 

Better Program Inc” made the get-together an even 

bigger success. After having last year off, we are hoping 

to make this Luncheon once again a regular event on 

our parish calendar. 

While in recent years the members of our Ladies’ 

Coffee and Cake Night had put their focus mainly on 
organising fundraisers and other events within the 

parish, they felt that it was time to give the group a new 

direction. In cooperation with Anglicare they are 

currently investigating different options of bringing 

God’s love into the lives of disadvantaged women and 

their families in the Gracemere and Rockhampton 

community. Please pray with us while the group tries to 

discover what kind of work God has prepared for them. 

       Tina Reiser 

WANDAL 
Father Shaji Joseph is now a CQUniversity Star. 

Professor Scott Bowan, Vice Chancellor of the 

University, introducing Shaji as a star last month wrote: 

“There are many staff at CQUni who make a difference 

in the lives of our students; whether it be the 

administration staff in our customer service centres, the 

academics and teachers on the frontline and even 

student support staff like Shaji Joseph. Shaji is our 

chaplain, providing spiritual guidance to staff and 

students … Shaji can help guide people on their journey 

through life, but if you read his profile, you'll see that he 

too has had a very inspiring journey of his own … Shaji 

was nominated by our Deputy Vice-Chancellor Student 

Experience and Governance, Jenny Roberts…”! 

With Cyclone Marcia causing severe damage to the 
rectory roof, Father Shaji and his family have moved out 

for an indefinite period. We are now waiting for the 

repairs to happen. 

After journeying through Lent (a time of reflection 

and repentance) we arrived at the time of renewal, and 

the Easter Garden in the church on Easter morning was 

really a sign of new life with the paschal candle glowing. 

On Mothers’ Day, as we remembered the lives and work 

of all mothers in the community, all women in the 

congregation received a flower. In April, we sadly said 

farewell to Ivor Frisch, a long standing parishioner at St 

Luke’s. He will be sadly missed and we hold Norma and 

her family in our prayers, with our love. We are now 

planning for the annual Garage Sale and the Curry 
Night will again be part of our fundraising for the year. 

     Jan Nightingale 
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EMERALD 
Palm Sunday saw St Luke’s commissioning the new 

Parish Council and seeing five young people aged from 
8 to 13 presented for first communion. The Parish 

Council AGM in March saw the resignation of long 

standing councillor and previous warden Francis (Jack) 

Swain due to work commitments. We welcomed back 

Deslie Murchie and also Hannah Eldridge, who moved 

here at the start of the year to teach at a local college. A 

number of new families have joined us and we feel 

blessed to have them worshipping with us at St Luke’s 

and making themselves at home. Our Sunday school is 

regularly attended by up to twenty children. Many of 

these children are found outside after the service 

playing ball games, often joined by Reverend Honorio 

and keen parents. Meanwhile, other parishioners 

mingle over scrumptious morning teas. Our annual 

Garden Party, with the theme “Birdcages and 

Brooches”, was held on May 9 to coincide with Mothers’ 

Day. This was a wonderful afternoon with over 180 

people seated on our lawn for afternoon tea and 

entertainment. Tickets were sold out prior and extra 

tables were organised to cater for the demand. The 

success was thanks to the great team of organisers and 

helpers.    

      Christine Joass 

MORANBAH 
At the Family Op Shop every day is different.  It 

never ceases to amaze me just how many different 

conversations we have with people and just what a 

difference having this little shop has made to our 

community.  So far this term we have helped out people 

in all different circumstances of life.  Some have moved 

here from women’s shelters with nothing but a bag of 

clothing, some have had to move here to community 

housing to make a new start.  I think one of the most 

moving benefits I see in the Op Shop is the amount of 

lonely people who come here regularly for a chat; many 

of them will allow us to pray for them.  Building 

relationships I believe is critical in this mission for 

Jesus being a success and I’m so proud of our team of 
volunteers, some whom have started coming to church 

and attending church activities.  Praise God. 

     The Revd Stuart Haynes 

LONGREACH 
After April’s rush of Easter joy, St Andrew's 

welcomed three children in Holy Baptism on Good 

Shepherd Sunday. The congregation swelled to more 

than eighty to welcome Aiden 

and Amy Gesler, and Denzel 

Rich. Longreach’s Caterpillar 

Choir visited on the day of the 
service and sang the SS 

Wesley anthem “Lead me, 

Lord”. Bishop David spoke on 

the centrality of the decision to 

choose for Christ. This 

prompted discussion among 

worshippers of the importance 

of following up and supporting 

the families of baptised 

members and providing 

nurturing Sunday School and 

worship environments. A 

sumptuous morning tea was enjoyed by almost all after 

the service - Bishop David missed out as he had to run 
off and officiate at Barcaldine.  

      Maree Rich 
The first Sunday of June was a joyous service at St 

Andrew’s.  Not only did we have the Bishop and Jan, 

but also Canon Peter Bertram who is our temporary 

parish priest for as long as we can manage to keep him 

here.  A retired man in his eighties, he is nevertheless 

still multi-skilled, ducking back to the piano to 

accompany us for the hymns. 

The previous few weeks also brought some pleasant 

company 

from visiting 

A-vaners 

having a re-
union here. 

One even 

played the 

organ at our 

service. The 

impressive 

point about 

this happy 

crowd of 

about 400 visitors was the 

proportion that attended 

church, as every 

denomination reported an 

influx of visitors. 
2015 marks the centenary 

of the death of Lt Revd 

Frederick Hulton-Sams in 

The Revd Frederick E.B. Hulton-Sams 

(left) with unknown sparring partner.  
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action in France. He is mentioned on several memorials 

in this area where he served as one of the early Bush 

Brothers of St Andrew’s, Longreach. Born in England, 

he came out here as a young man for five years and is 

fondly remembered as “the fighting parson”, because of 

his habit of challenging men on properties to boxing in 
conjunction with his ministry.  This aspect of his life is 

portrayed in a painting by Hugh Sawrey, hanging in St 

Andrew’s. We also use a challice which his fiancée sent 

out after his death - it has embedded in the base opals 

he had sent home to her from this area.   

In Jundah, the Church of the Incarnation is 

dedicated to his memory; and Muttaburra also holds 

his memory fondly. 

       Eva Tindall 

NORTH ROCKHAMPTON 
The parish kicked off Lent with Shrove Tuesday, an 

evening with pancake races and the burning of the 

palm crosses for Ash Wednesday.  The Revd Bob Dean 

explained to the young folk the significance of this 

event.  A raffle and pancake party was held to raise 

money for Tim Mannix, who is trekking to PNG raising 

funds for Ordinates. The Lenten Bible studies were well 

attended by the parishioners.  A lot of interest was 

shown which resulted in the running out of books.  

Three Lenten studies were written by Ray Smith and a 

fourth was written based on the life of Thomas Merton.  

We were very fortunate to have in the parish Locum 

Paul Robertson, who lent support to The Revd Delfina 

and the ministry team. He introduced to us praying the 

Lord’s Prayer at the conclusion of the intercessions. On 
Palm Sunday, at the 7.30am, the distribution of the 

Holy Communion was held on the breezeway. The 

Easter services were uplifting thanks to the priests in 

the parish and well received by the parishioners. The 

Caritas held a cup of tea for cancer. Members of the 

belly dancing group Sabaya were part of the 

entertainment. A happy night was enjoyed by all those 

who attended with a delicious supper. 

       Lawrie Fox 
The North Rockhampton Caritas group met for our 

April meeting on Wednesday 8. The Revd Jan Robinson 

was our guest speaker, and shared with us some of the 

times in her life when God’s calling led her down a path 

that at the time she didn’t think was right for her. 
However subsequent events proved that God’s leading 

was the right call, and this message brought home to 

us how we must always be open to God’s calling. It was 

an inspirational and enjoyable evening and Jan’s 

passion for her teaching ministry enriched us all. 

       Colleen Rees 

SPRINGSURE 
Since writing my last few words to the Gazette, so 

much has happened in the parish I shall try to 

compose a short story. AGM meetings were conducted 

but not really well attended, reports examined and 

acknowledged, elections to fill vacated positions 

concluded to enable the parish to set off, re-enthused, 

to proclaim the Gospel in this place in the year ahead. 

World Day of Prayer, this year held in St Peter’s, was 

very well attended. Both the Catholic and State Schools 

students came to perform their particular and well 

rehearsed parts of the service, each receiving loud 

applause. Well done students. We ladies, being no good 
without that proverbial cup of tea, all repaired to the 

hall to enjoy refreshment and fellowship with our 

Catholic friends. 

Good Friday saw a large gathering of pilgrims in the 

windmill park, led by Father Bill, to carry the cross up 

the hill to the Catholic Church for prayers. This too was 

followed by a delicious morning tea and fellowship.  

During April, we were privileged to have a visit from 

Father Arthur Fellows and his daughter Margaret. Over 

morning tea in the hall, many humorous stories were 

told of Arthur’s time as incumbent of St Peter’s from 

1953 to 1957. He remembered everyone’s name after so 

many years, and his many trips on rough roads to visit 

families living in remote parts of the parish. Amazing! 
We were richly rewarded by his visit and wish him well 

in his retirement. 

That noble group of ladies, the Guild, once more 

used their expertise to cater for the camp-draft, and not 

only that, will be on duty for the annual show. 

Thankyou ladies for your wonderful contribution to the 

welfare of the Parish. The good news is that members of 

the congregation who became ill are now recovering 

well. Thanks be to God. 

On March 18, I was treated to morning tea and 

luncheon in the hall to celebrate my 90th birthday. 

With so many well wishers and friendships shared it 

was a very happy day. I am still puzzled to know where 

the years have gone and what I have done to deserve 
such a celebration. It didn’t stop there, the family had 

arranged for a trip to my old home, “Ingelara”, situated 

close to the Carnarvon Gorge, quite a distance from 

here. A helicopter flight over the mountains was 

something so beautiful words fail me to explain it. No 

wonder Jesus often went to the top of the mountain to 

pray. The scenery was something beautiful. God 

certainly created this world with much beauty. After 

viewing such splendour still wringing in my soul, it was 

back to the homestead to enjoy a sumptuous BBQ 

prepared by my nephew Stuart and his family on the 

Saturday night. Fellowship, story telling and a late 

night to bed, didn't deter an early rising on Easter Day 

to enjoy breakfast, after which preparation was made to 
return home. What an Easter to remember! 

      Anne Travers Jenny Morisette, Colleen Rees, Jan Robinson and 

Linda Herley at the recent Caritas meeting held at 

St David’s North Rockhampton. 
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INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM ON 

MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT 2015 
God’s call, our response. 

What Church does God’s mission now require. 

By the time this small article reaches you, it seems 

like ages since I was participating in that International 

symposium in San Antonio, Texas. Already, you have 

had a good idea of what happened over there from 

February 2 to 6, thanks to the great articles that David, 
Jan, John, Val and Steven have written in the previous 

issue of the Gazette. When I heard about the 

Symposium and the theme, I thought it would be a 

great opportunity for me to participate in that 

experience. As a new comer into the Anglican Church I 

saw an opportunity to find out more about Anglicanism 

and its different expressions in other countries plus the 

different answers to the challenges the Church faces. 

Coming from the Roman Catholic background, working 

in Emerald, and helping out in Clermont and Capella 

(semi-rural parishes, quite distances to cover) and 

being part of a big Diocese, I wanted to know about 

places in other countries who were facing similar 

challenges.  
Looking back, some of my expectations were 

fulfilled. I have had the opportunity to meet people with 

similar and even bigger challenges: small and aging 

congregations, big distances, shortage of ordained 

ministers, the same not ordained people wearing many 

hats. One difference though was that some of the 

dioceses and parishes have lots of material resources 

but not the human resources. One of my 

disappointments was that collaborative or total 

ministry, as one of the answers to the challenges was 
just brought up when the Conference was about to 

finish. There were lots of participants, (bishops, 

ordained and non-ordained people from Canada, USA, 

UK, and New Zealand) who have been developing this 

sort of ministry who could share their experiences but 

didn’t maybe because of the way how the Symposium 

was organised.  

But not everything was lost, we were offered the 

opportunity to continue the dialogue through the social 

media we are now part of a network of people who are 

willing to share their own experiences and whatever 

resources they use. I gained more insights about my 

conviction that Baptism is what unites us as we 

become the people of God, then invited to discipleship 
with the variety of gifts that the Holy Spirit provides 

and with the command to work together towards 

making possible the reign of God here and now. The 

doors were opened to explore, to continue the dialogue 

and even a possibility in the future to come and see 

what other Anglicans are doing to fulfil God’s call. My 

thankfulness to the Diocese, the Parish and the 

organisers for allowing me to have that experience. 

    The Revd Honorio Hincapie. 
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ALLEGATIONS OF ABUSE 

A protocol has been established to respond to any 

complaints of abuse within parishes and agencies of 

the Anglican Diocese of Rockhampton.  

Anyone wishing to seek assistance should telephone 

The Director of Professional Standards: 

Mr Greg Milles on 1800 242 544. 

Many of our Parishes are suffering from 

drought and have asked for our prayers. 

A PRAYER FOR RAIN 
God our heavenly Father 

through your Son you promised 

to those seeking first your kingdom 

and your righteousness 

all things necessary for bodily welfare: 

send us, we pray, in this time of need, 

rain to water the earth, 

that we may receive its produce 

to strengthen and sustain us 

and always praise you for your bounty;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

LAY RETREAT 
This year’s Lay 

Retreat will be 

held at The 

Haven, Emu 

Park from 

Friday, 30 

October to 

Sunday, 1 

November. 

The retreat will 

commence at 

4pm on the Friday evening and conclude by 11am on 

Sunday morning.  

Friday evening and Saturday morning we will be 
looking at preaching, dealing with questions of prayer, 

and preparing and delivering the message. The 

reminder of our time away will be spent on quiet 

reflection and Bible study. 

FULLTIME CHAPLAIN POSITION – MORANBAH 
For more details contact 

The Revd Stuart Haynes - 0421 170 071 

MISSION TO SEAFARERS 
An ear for the weary traveller, a voice for the 

voiceless, hands to help in a foreign land; these are a 

few of the things that a Chaplain needs to be and the 

role changes with every different encounter. 

Without God as the centre of everything I do it would 

be impossible to get through the day. 

We left our family, friends and our Church to follow 
the call to serve at the Mission to Seafarers in Gladstone 

and I don’t have any regrets. 

We have settled into a lovely home and it serves well 

as a place of recovery at the end of the day; I sit and 

reflect on how different my life is to that of a seafarer 

and I feel so blessed, and it stirs up a passion inside of 

me to work hard to add value to the time I get to spend 

with our brave seafarers. 

Imagine living in a steel prison working 12 hours per 

day up to seven days a week for less than what an 

Australian can expect to get on unemployment benefits! 

I am settling into my new church and my new city 

and my new place of work but God has not changed, he 

walks with me every day, guiding me and reassuring me 
that He has ordered my very steps. 

A Chinese Captain, who was the only Christian on 

board his vessel, recently thanked me for taking an 

hour and a half out of my day to visit him and talk with 

him and pray with him….. That is just petrol in my 

tank. 

     Russell Cunningham 

LIS ESCOP 
In May 2014, the Diocesan Synod made a decision to 

review its property holdings. While this review was 

taking place, and, in light of the increasing costs 

associated with maintaining Lis Escop, a decision was 

made to purchase a property in Norman Gardens for the 

soon to arrive Bishop and his wife. 

Following the review process Bishop-in-Council 
agreed that the time had come to place Lis Escop on the 

market. Annual maintenance costs in the region of 

$30,000 and a builders estimate in the hundreds of 

thousands of dollars to carry out repairs and restorative 

work left little option. The Diocese simply does not have 

the financial resources required to keep and maintain 

such a building. 

The property was placed on the market and has now 

been sold as one complete lot, not broken up into a 

number of smaller blocks as some have reported, and 

the current understanding is that the building will 

continue to be used as a family home. 

Bishop-in-Council acknowledges that this decision 

was difficult and has caused some pain. There are many 
people with fond memories of times spent at Lis Escop. 

However, it is important to remember that we are a 

pilgrim people and, while acknowledging the pain and 

grief of loss, that the presence of God is not tied to any 

one place or building.  
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2015 SYNOD 
(cont. from page 1)  Saturday’s proceedings included 

presentations and legalities with the passing of the 

Bishopric Election Canon 2015, the Professional 

Standards Amendment Canon 2015 and the Adopting 

and Assenting Cannon 2015. Presentations on Safe 

Ministry, Australian Board of Missions, Bush Church 

Aid and Anglicare CQ were well received.   

The Diocesan Financial situation presented by 

Canon David Rees created concern and discussion 
regarding the challenges ahead as the Diocese seeks 

the resources required to forward the ministry of 

Christ’s word.  

Using an innovative interview process, Bishop David 

introduced newcomers Russell Cunningham of Mission 

to Seafarers, and The Revd Vicki Hancock of Gladstone 

Parish to the Diocese as well as inviting Eddie Patten to 

share his ministry experience as Prison Chaplain.  

The time of decision-making and fellowship was 

strengthened during the Synod Eucharist at the 

Cathedral on Sunday morning. The procession of Parish 

banners provided the visual impact of Diocesan 

identity, while the richness of the Liturgy, along with 
the Bishop’s inspiring sermon, gave a sense of spiritual 

continuity with past Synod representatives over the last 

140 years and the enduring hope of spiritual growth to 

come.    Rhylla Webb - Keppel Parish 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Hello my name is Emma Wakefield, and I am from 

Longreach Parish. I have been worshipping with our 

congregation for nearly a year and attended the annual 

AGM meeting, in which I put my hand up to attend 

Synod this year, with our dearly loved Warden Wendy 

Tabrett and 

what an 

experience it 

was as this was 

my first Synod. I 

must say that it 
was a pleasure, 

I met some very 

nice people from 

all the parishes 

that were 

friendly and 

welcoming. 

Synod has 

opened my eyes 

to all the other aspects of our Anglican Church, 

especially 

the Anglicare and Missionary services. I felt very 

privileged to have been there and I hope to attend more 

Synods in the future, God Bless our Church. 

   Emma Wakefield - Longreach Parish 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Every year I go to Synod with the idea of not having 

anything to say. 

This year because of the Financial report starting at 

3.00pm, we had to leave Blackall at 6.30am, a bit early 

for this time of the year (the roos are still out and not 

only on the road but in town with about 30 of them on 

the football oval behind the Catholic school). Also, we 

had to do the dirt road across to Jericho to have any 

chance to get to Synod on time, no stopping for flat 

tyres or break downs. We had a very good run arriving 

at Synod at 2.30pm. 

To balance this, this was the first time in a very long 
time that we have seen the final session of Synod. There 

was some grumbles about the reports not being 

discussed, but for years I have been of the opinion that 

the BIC report should be discussed by the whole of 

Synod and the others by the usual groups/committees. 

Maybe some time in the future. 

Every year we catch up with the many friends we 

have made over the many years of going to Synod, also 

the making of new friends, with the added benefit this 

year of seeing and dealing with our new Bishop. 

I thought the work done by Themi and Tara was a 

real stand out, and I was privileged to be able to stand 

and applaud Themi and Tara for their years of service. 

    John Turner - Barcoo Parish 

HAVE YOU HEARD OF MESSY CHURCH? 
For ideas and resources please visit 

www.messychurch.org.uk 


